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INTRODUCTION. 

" Faith in His blood," — Romans iii. 25. 

CIRCLE of ineffable light surrounds the 
presence of God. The moment man sinned 
he passed out of that circle. And now 
the all-important question arises, How is he to re- 
enter it? He cannot exist for eternity away from 
God, else he will be for ever cut off from light, and 
life, and joy. There is but one answer to the 
question : he can only reach the light through the 
blood of God*s dear Son. This was taught by God 
Himself to the sinner immediately the gates of 
Eden were closed and guarded. We read in Gen. 
iii. 21, that "unto Adam also and to his wife did 
the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed 
them," Before they could have been thus clothed 
blood must have been shed, and that blood was 
typical of the only blood that can take away sins. 
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The blood of bulls and goats cannot do this. 
Nothing but "the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all " can ever effect it. (Heb. x. id) 
But men have resisted this truth from the days of 
Cain to the present moment. The first man who 
was born a babe " brought' of the fruit of the 
ground an offering to the Lord." (Gen. iv. 3.) Now 
this is exactly what hundreds of religious people 
are doing now : they are bringing of the fruit of 
the ground as an offering to the Lord. They bring 
their good deeds, their good resolutions, or their 
repentance; but all these are earthy. No fire 
from heaven descends in token of their acceptance; 
the Lord has no respect unto them. "Abel, he 
also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of 
the fat thereof" " And the Lord had respect unto 
Abel and his offering," and doubtless signified it 
by sending fire from heaven to consume it, as in 
the case of the burnt-offerings of Manoah and 
Elijah. And from the days of righteous Abel 
downward, poor sinners have come to God in the 
way of His own appointment, through the all- 
prevailing blood, and been accepted. First exhi- 
bited in shadow and type, then testified of by 
psalmist and prophet, that precious blood was, in 
the fulness of time, actually offered up for the sins 
of the world. 

Now the first step towards knowing and realizing 
this for yourself is to become guilty before God. 
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Unless you know your guilt, you will find no 
pleasure in hearing of the blood. Most persons 
do not like dwelling on the subject of their spiritual 
state, or else, when pressed to say whether they 
have found peace, they make many excuses. But 
these excuses cannot avail before God, for He 
means every mouth to be stopped, (Rom. iii. 19.) 
Again, it is frequently regarded as an encouraging 
circumstance that the social literature of the day is 
flooded with articles on religious topics ; but what 
avail these articles, sometimes flattering, sometimes 
ridiculing the cause and people of God } Nay, 
every mouth must be stopped, and all the world 
become guilty before God. We have to hear what 
God the Lord will speak. Then shall we be able to 
understand this 25 th verse of the third chapter of 
the Epistle to the Romans : " Christ Jesus : whom 
God hath set forth to be a propitiation through 
faith in His blood." 

Let us notice : 

L The preparation made by God to draw atten- 
tion to the coming sacrifice. 

IL The full and complete virtue of that precious 
blood. 

Ill, The simple condition by which the blessing 
can be obtained. 

L On the preparation for the sacrifice on Cal- 
vary I know no better words than those of the late 
Professor Simpson, in a Bible lecture he delivered 
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on this subject: "As in the written Word we find 
mention everywhere of blood, so, could we have 
gone into the tabernacle where God appointed a 
meeting-place between Himself and the people of 
His choice, we should have seen the blood on every 
side ; blood sprinkled on the brazen altar, and on 
all around it ; blood on the tabernacle, and on all 
the instruments and vessels of the sanctuary ; 
blood on the floor, before the veil ; blood on the 
mercy-seat, and blood on all the worshippers. It 
was always blood; blood on every one, blood 
everywhere." (See Heb. ix. 18-22.) "Almost all 
things are by the law purged with blood." 

" Look again at the way in which God dealt 
with His people Israel, and you see that from the 
very beginning of their national history, in * that 
night of the Lord to be observed of all the children 
of Israel in their generations,' there was a great 
lesson concerning blood. For the Lord was to go 
out about midnight through all the land of Egypt, 
and, entering every house, He was to slay the first- 
bom of each family; and, that He might pass 
over the dwellings of His chosen, He had ordained 
that there should be sprinkled above each door, 
and on either side of it, the blood of a lamb slain ; 
and throughout all the tribes of Israel that evening 
there was caught in basins the blood of hundreds, 
and thousands upon thousands, of lambs. Year by 
year through long generations the memorial feast 
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was .kept, from that beginning of days till the day 
when Christ our passover was sacrificed for us ; 
year by year that great Red Sea of blood of lambs 
was made to flow by command of God. More- 
over, there were the two lambs of the continual 
burnt-offering, whose blood was to be shed day by 
day beside the brazen altar, yielding no great 
quantity of blood on any separate day, or week, or 
month; but giving forth a continual stream of 
blood that grows and swells into a mighty over- 
flowing Jordan river during the course of fifteen 
hundred years of Jewish history. And then, if we 
think of the blood of the unnumbered lambs that 
were ordained for sacrifice at all the appointed 
times (Num. xxviii., xxix.) : on Sabbaths and new 
moons, on feast days and holy days, besides that of 
the lambs of their vows and freewill-offerings, for 
burnt-offerings and for peace-offerings; of those 
wherewith the first-born of mankind, and many 
animals, were redeemed ; anc} of those that were 
offered by Nazarites and lepers, and sin-burdened 
Israelites through all the ages, what a veritable 
Dead Sea, as it were, of blood fills up before our 
eyes ! And all this is blood of lambs alone. 

" The time would fail me to speak of the blood 
of all the bulls, and goats, and rams, of the set 
feasts, and special offerings. Think of that blood 
that was shed in that solemn, happy time, in 
Hezekiah's reign, when, after the sacrifice of seven 
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bullocks, seven rams, seven lambs, and seven he 
goats, there were slaughtered for the burnt-offerings 
and peace-offerings threescore and ten bullocks, 
a hundred rams, and two hundred lambs ; six 
hundred oxen and three thousand sheep. And 
again, a few months later, two thousand bullocks 
and seventeen thousand sheep. (2 Chron. xxix. and 
XXX.) Or who will tell us how much blood of 
beasts was shed in the days of Solomon, who in 
one day offered a thousand burnt -offerings at 
Gibeon (i Kings iii.) ; and, at the temple dedica- 
tion, sacrificed sheep and oxen which could not be 
told nor numbered for multitude ? (2 Chron. v.) 

"To those who stood upon the shore of that 
ever-flowing, never-ebbing ocean of blood, did not 
its floods lift up their voice with a sound mightier 
than the noise of many waters, yea, than the 
mighty waves of the sea .^ " 

What did all this proclaim ? What truth did the 
Spirit of God intend thus to brand in upon the 
soul, so that it might be thoroughly understood, 
and never forgotten } It was this, that " without 
shedding of blood is no remission." (Heb. ix. 22.) 
Sin could be pardoned no other way. And not 
merely was the negative truth taught, but the posi- 
tive, real, substantial blessing that was secured. We 
see this in Lev. xvii. 1 1 : "It is the blood that maketh 
atonement for the soul." And again, " I have given 
it you upon the altar to make an atonement for 
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your souls." So the devout Israelite knew that the 
blood of bulls, of goats, and of lambs was 
accepted of God for his atonement, and the re- 
mission of his sins. Still more clear is this from 
Lev. iv. 27, 28, 29, 31: "If any one of the 
common people sin through ignorance .... then 

he shall bring his offering And he shall lay 

his hand upon the head of the sin-offering, and 

slay the sin-offering And the priest shall 

make an atonement for him, and it shall be for- 
given him." The blood was accepted in his stead. 
II. But could the blood of bulls and of goats 
really take away sin ? Oh, no ! The law had only 
a shadow of good things to come. All this was 
merely a preparation for the complete exhibition 
of God's plan of salvation. All paved the way for 
the blood to be shed once for all on Calvary. The 
blood of the most spotless lambs could only make 
the worshipper ceremonially clean. But the virtue 
of the blood of Jesus is full, complete, eternal. 
Why } Because " through the Eternal Spirit Christ 
offered Himself without spot to God." (Heb. ix. 14.) 
Therefore His blood has power to cleanse the 
conscience. And why was this blood needed } 
Because " it is the life of all flesh," as we read in 
Lev. xvii. 14. Our lives were forfeited because 
we had sinned against God, and He had said, " The 
soul that sinneth, it shall die." The only way by 
which this commandment of God could be fulfilled 
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is suggested by the law, in the words, " A life for a 
life." Now this is exactly what Jesus has freely 
rendered. He has given His life for yours. This 
was what was shown by the blood sprinkled on the 
mercy-seat every year on the great day of atone- 
ment. The word in the Greek in Rom. iii. 25 is 
exactly the same as " mercy-seat." " Whom God 
hath set forth to be a propitiation, or a mercy-seat, 
through faith in His blood." On that solemn day 
Aaron was commanded to sprinkle the blood of 
the bullock offered for himself as a sin-offering, 
and that of the goat offered for the people's sin- 
offering, seven times "upon the mercy-seat, and 
before the mercy-seat." I believe this was intended 
to teach two things. First, that the blood of Christ 
has a perfect and eternal efficacy, because the 
number seven means perfection. And secondly, 
that there are seven chief blessings which are 
granted to the sinner through this precious blood. 

How complete is its efficacy ! The worshippers 
once purged have no more conscience of sins. 
(Heb. X. 2.) All the past is forgiven and forgotten. 
For the Lord saith, " I will forgive their iniquity, 
and remember their sin no more." (Jer. xxxi. 34.) 

How great is the value of this sacrifice ! It is 
that of God's own Son, " who His own self bare 
our sins in His own body on the tree." (i Peter ii.24.) 
Think who He is. He is the King of kings. He 
is the Lord of glory. Yet He died for you. 
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He obtained " eternal redemption " for us. Who 
can lay anything to your charge throughout eter- 
nity if your sins are once covered by the blood ? 
*' For by one offering He hath perfected for ever 
them that are sanctified." (Heb. x. 14.) 

The seven chief blessings which we obtain 
through the blood of Jesus are these : Reconcilia- 
tion, Redemption, Forgiveness, Justification, Sancti- 
fication. Access to God, Victory. It is the object of 
this little treatise to illustrate these seven gifts, and 
to show that each of them is freely offered to all 
the guilty. Whosoever will may have them. And 
all are clearly stated in Scripture to be received 
through the blood of sprinkling. 

III. The only question for all who read this must 
be, " Is this true for me } Or is it an old legend, 
hoary with the frost-rime of two thousand years } 
Is it a beautiful ideal of a noble character, never 
realized on earth ?" Oh, no ! it is all true, because 
God says so. The moment you believe it, you will 
have life and peace. Although God hath set forth 
Christ as a propitiation, you will never get the 
benefit unless you have/^^VA in His blood. There 
is one condition, and one only, with which you have 
to comply. You must take God at His word. 
You believe the banker, and you trust him with 
your mpney. You believe the engine-driver, and 
you trust him with the safe keeping of your body. 
You believe the physician, and you trust him with 
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the recovery of your health. Nay, you believe a 
stranger, whom you have never seen before. And 
yet you hesitate to believe the Father who created 
you. As for His Son, who is your Elder Brother, 
if you doubt His words, look at His deeds. He 
has written the charter of your freedom in His own 
handwriting in blood. If you cannot yet have 
full faith in His words, have faith in His blood. 
" If we receive the witness of men, the witness of 
God is greater: for this is the witness of God, 
which He hath testified of His Son." Higher 
testimony you cannot find: it is unimpeachable. 
" He that believeth on the Son of God hath the 
witness in himself." He finds it in God's word ; 
but he takes it about with him wherever he goes. 
Yet how terrible is the alternative. " He that 
believeth not God hath made Him a liar ; because 
he believeth not the record that God gave of His 
Son." (i John v. 9, 10.) Surely you cannot doubt 
Him who has watched over you from your earliest 
infancy, who upholds your soul in life, who is daily 
giving you fresh proofs of His love for you, and 
His desire for your present and eternal happiness. 
Believe then "the blood of sprinkling that speaketh." 
(Heb. xii. 24.) How loving the tones of the voice 
of Him that knocketh. Will you not reply, " It 
is the voice of my Beloved. My Beloved is mine, 
and I am His." 



CHAPTER I. 



$eau. 



** Peace through the blood of His cross."— G?/. i. 20. 




[here is a misunderstanding between man 
and his Maker. A cloud darkens his face 
when you speak of God. Many of the 
children He has created live as if there were no 
such Being. He is quite left out of all their thoughts 
and calculations; and some of them take His name 
in vain, and ridicule those who desire to serve Him. 
This happens quite as much in polite society as 
anywhere else. For example, a young officer stated 
his intention of being present at one of Mr. Moody's 
addresses ; immediately his friends laughed at him, 
and asked him if he was going to turn Methodist. 
However, he persisted in his purpose, and attended 
the service. That address was the means of making 
him a soldier of Christ, and he is now a minister of 
the gospel. 

How sadly and strikingly does this show the 
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Strange spirit that has crept over man ! How 
different it is from the way in which men treat 
their earthly parents. "A son honoureth his 
father, and a servant his master : if then I be a 
father, where is mine honour ? and if I be a master, 
where is my fear ? saith the Lord of hosts." (Mai. 
i. 6.) It is this very fact that fails to convince so 
many of the utter depravity of the heart of man. 
They see the son treating his father with the 
utmost affection and respect; they observe the 
daughter waiting on her mother during days and 
weeks of illness with loving care. And they say, 
"Is it possible that the heart of man can be so 
wicked when we notice so many instances of the 
deepest filial affection V Ah, it is this that is so 
strange ! " A son honoureth a father : if then I be 
a father, where is mine honour.?" Sons and 
daughters honour and reverence their earthly 
fathers, but with one consent they treat their 
Father in heaven with the utmost indifference and 
contempt. 

A misunderstanding, then, undoubtedly exists 
between the children and the Father ; but to whom 
is it owing } Can it be traced to any defect in the 
character of the Father who is treated with such 
forgetfulness and disrespect ? Is there on His part 
any lack of wisdom, justice, or love } Why is He 
treated so differently from all other fathers } Oh, 
no, my brothers! the fault is all on my side and 
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yours. Man himself began the enmity when he 
mistrusted and disobeyed his Father in the garden 
of Eden ; and he showed his fear, dislike, and 
shame when he hid from his Creator among the 
trees of the garden. And it is man who has per- 
petuated this enmity ever since. Cain exhibited it 
when he refused to offer the sacrifice God had 
taught -him. Another opportunity was granted 
him. The Lord said to him, "WTiy art thou 
wroth "i and why is thy countenance fallen } If 
thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted } and 
if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door ; " or, 
as many good Hebraists read it, "a sin-offering 
croucheth at the door." (Gen. iv. 6, 7.) And yet 
Cain refused to sacrifice this sin-offering crouching 
at the door, the harbinger and precursor of our great 
sin-offering, Christ; and when he had added to 
this sin the guilt of murdering his brother, he went 
out from the presence of the Lord. The Shech- 
inah doubtless appeared above the cherubim at 
the east of the garden, and it was from that 
presence that Cain fled. He wilfully turned away 
from the face of God ; and this is exactly the posi- 
tion in which men find themselves by nature now : 
with the back turned towards God, and not the 
face. If tl>is is still the case with any of you who 
read this, no wonder you have hard thoughts of 
God ; you cannot see His face, and so you have no 
opportunity of knowing His mind. You are living 

B 
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in the far country on the means your Father has 
supplied you, yet you know Him not Though 
His arms are stretched out to welcome you, you 
cannot see it. Yet you are ready to say, like the 
unprofitable servant, "Lord, I knew thee that 
thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast 
not sown, and gathering where thou hast not 
strawed." Is there any foundation for this mis- 
taken view of your Father ? Simply none. It is 
a misrepresentation of Satan, who is the father of 
lies. 

There is also a hatred between God and sin. 
What is defiled cannot enter His presence. He 
saith, "The soul that sinneth it shall die." Sin 
must be punished, and so a barrier has been erected 
between man and God by man's sin. This is indi- 
cated in Col. i. 21 : "You were enemies in your 
mind through wicked works." After man had 
sinned the Lord God drove him out from the 
garden, but not from His own presence. He had 
to leave Eden, because if he had eaten of the tree 
of life he would only have obtained a wretched im- 
mortality. This miserable, sinful existence would 
have been perpetuated eternally. 

This, then, is the condition in which the children 
of men find themselves. They have inherited 
Adam's taint, and the wilful sin of every day and 
every minute of their lives presses upon them with 
tremendous force, as soon as it is brought home to 
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them by the Spirit of God. Then it is that men 
begin to ask in alarm, and almost in despair; 
"Is it impossible for me ever to see the face of 
God? Must I be banished eternally from His 
presence, through countless ages of desolation 
and woe? Must I exist without light, or joy, or 
hope ? " 

No ! Blessed be God, a way of reconciliation 
has been provided. It was impossible for man to 
be brought back to his Creator's presence unless 
sin was put away, and it could only be taken away 
by the shedding of blood ; but whose blood could 
suffice for a world's ransom ? Not that of Noah, 
or Daniel, or Job, or Paul, or Peter. The holiest of 
them was a sinful man like ourselves. Neither of 
them could save the world by their righteousness, 
or atone for it by their death. Not even could the 
blood of the highest angel be accepted, if such a 
thing can be conceived possible. The sacrifice 
must be that of our fellow-man, bone of our bone, 
and flesh of our flesh ; and yet a faultlessly perfect 
man. These conditions have been fulfilled by One 
only, the Lord Jesus Christ. He took our nature 
upon Him, and died the death we deserved ; and 
therefore His blood, as that of the only perfect 
man, was accepted by the Father in our stead. Of 
none other could be said that he was " holy, harm- 
less, undefiled, separate from sinners," yet " in all 
things made like unto his brethren," and " touclAad 
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with the feeling of our infirmities." (Heb. vii. 26, ii. 
17, and iv. 15.) 

This is the grand truth which is so clearly stated 
in Col. i. 19, 20 : " It pleased the Father that in 
Him should all fulness dwell [fulness of Godhead 
and fulness of manhood] ; and, having made peace 
through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile 
all things unto Himself; by Him, I say, whether 
they be things in earth, or things in heaven." Here 
we have set before us the first of the seven great 
blessings secured to us by this precious blood. It 
must be the first, because I cannot take a single 
step towards salvation till I learn whether God is 
reconciled to me. How plain it is from this passage 
that God Himself planned this reconciliation, and 
offers it to the sinner. It was the Father who 
^^ made peace through the blood of His Son's cross." 
In fact, there were no conditions required of man 
when this reconciliation was purposed, nor when it 
was accomplished. "When we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the death of His Son." 
(Rom. v. 10.) You need not think, sinner, that you 
have to lift a finger to reconcile God to you. That 
was done long since. It was planned in God's 
counsels from all eternity ; for Jesus is called " the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." 
(Rev. xiii. 8.) And it was accomplished nearly two 
thousand years ago. I doubt not it was offered to 
Adam as soon as he had sinned, because he could 
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never have borne the pangs of the second death, 
which means banishment from God, who is the 
Life, and which was implied in the terrible words, 
" Thou shalt surely die'' This gospel concerning 
the blood was set before our first parents in type 
and in shadow, in the ebbing out of the life of the 
firstling of the flock, and in the glory reserved for 
the ransomed to share, which encircled the cheru- 
bim ; but it is proclaimed to us in all its fulness and 
beauty. Now we know that there is perfect recon- 
ciliation on God's part. There is peace between 
the sinner and his God ; and the prodigal has a 
welcome ready for him in his Father's heart and 
home. "God hath reconciled us to Himself by 
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of 
reconciliation; to wit, that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing 
their trespasses unto them." (2 Cor. v. 18, 19.) It 
is not that Christ died to reconcile God to us ; but 
God hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ. 
The only enmity that existed was occasioned by 
our sins ; and that Christ has slain by His cross. 
In Christ we seie^ the Father's arms open to receive 
every returning repentant sinner. Nothing, there- 
fore, is needed on our part but a willingness to 
return, a steady purpose to go to our Father. We 
must allow no sin, and no idol, to keep us in the 
far-off land ; but we must say, " I will arise, and go 
to my Father," and we must do it. Let me then 
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ask you, my brother, in the words of Rom. v. 1 1 
(margin), Have you received tJie reconciliation ? It 
is freely offered you, and all that have received it 
"joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ" It 
was announced by angelic messengers to the shep- 
herds : " Behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is 
bom this day in the city of David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord." (Luke ii. lO, ii.) And it was 
consummated when the Son of man looked back 
on His ministry. His sufferings, and the types of the 
old law, and cried, " It is finished," and yielded up 
the ghost. And the essence of the proclamation 
still is : ^^ I bring you good tidings. Unto you is born 
a Saviour." For you that Saviour died. And so all 
God's ministers are called " ambassadors of peace." 
(Isaiah xxxiii. 7.) They are charged to proclaim 
full and free reconciliation. They dare not pro- 
nounce absolution in the privacy of the confessional. 
But they beseech sinners, in the name of Christ, to 
be reconciled to God. And whenever this precious 
truth is preached, the Lord puts forth the fulness of 
His power to save some. It was so at Colosse, and 
therefore the apostle could add, "And you, that were 
sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by 
wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled in the 
body of His flesh through death, to present you 
holy and unblameable and unreproveable in His 
sight." 
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Do not imagine that peace can be obtained in 
any other way except that which God has revealed. 
It is impossible that it can be brought about by the 
force of your own efforts, or by any change in your 
own character. And why.? The first movement 
towards reconciliation must come from God, and 
not from you. If you have ever indulged a con- 
trary thought, it must be false, both because you 
are quite unequal to the task, and because peace 
has been made already. It has been made through 
the blood of Christ's cross. 

Nor may we suppose that peace was made by 
the condescension of Christ's incarnation, or by the 
unblemished holiness or the unrivalled beauty of 
His life. Precious as all these are, He only made 
peace by the blood of His cross. 

An old Christian man had a son dying. A 
friend meeting him said : "I hope your son has made 
his peace with God." " None to make," replied the 
aged Christian. "What do you say.?" said his 
friend. "None to make," he again answered. "What 
did Jesus say upon the cross .? Did He not say, 'It 
is finished } ' " " Yes," said the man, " you are 
right. It is finished. He has none to make." 

Peace is the work of the New Creator. He is 
" the very God of peace." (i Thess. v. 23.) And 
it is for this reason that He is able to sanctify and 
make perfect those in whom this first-fruit of the 
Spirit has been wrought. (Heb. xiii. 20, 21.) 
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Of this reconciliation it has been well said, that 
*' it has the twofold result : it quells the wrath of 
the offended God, and quiets the rebelliousness of 
the offending sinner." 

I. There is peace between the sinner and God, 
because Grod is at peace with him. This was 
taught in the wars of old. "When thou comest 
nigh unto a city to fight against it, then proclaim 
peace unto it." (Deut. xx. lo.) So you cannot say 
that your Father in heaven fights against you. He 
never does so without first proclaiming peace, and 
He proclaims it again to-day. All that He waits 
for is, that you "make Him an answer of peace, 
and open to Him." (Deut. xx. ii.) As soon as 
you believe this, you will be able to say with St. 
Paul : " Being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ." My brother, 
do not be content with hoping. How many people 
are going down to a lost eternity with that miser- 
able word " hope " upon their lips. Think of all 
the "haves" in the Bible. "We have peace." 
" We have a building of God." " He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life." Why need we 
hope when we have a present possession } 

As soon as you return to your Father, and say, 
" Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before 
thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy 
son," even when you are a long way off, your 
heavenly Father will have compassion on you, and 
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hasten to meet you, and will fold you in the arms 
of His mercy, arid will bring forth the best robe to 
clothe you, and place the ring on your finger as a 
sweet token of forgiveness, and the shoes on your 
feet, in order that you may tell the gospel of peace, 
while the bells of heaven re-echo the tidings : 
" For this my son was dead, and is alive again ; he 
was lost, and is found." 

Upon this our message is founded. God is recon- 
ciled to you. " Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us : we 
pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to 
God." (2. Cor. V. 20.) 

2. There is also a blessed sense of peace in the 
heart of the sinner as soon as this good news is 
believed. This is what the Saviour intended when 
He said to His disciples, " Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you." (John xiv. 27.) .This 
peace was thus the legacy of the dying Jesus, and 
yet the gift of the risen and ascended Lord. It 
was of this that the apostle spake in Rom. xv. 1 3 : 
" Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, 
through the power of the Holy Ghost." The 
beginning of peace is to be had by faith ; and so 
the disciple can only be Jilled with all peace by a 
more complete and continual believing. As soon 
as you know God's feelings and purposes towards 
you, doubt and fear, and distress and shame vanish; 



26 SEVENFOLD BLESSING. 

and a sweet peace takes possession of the soul, as 
when the Saviour stilled the tempest with His 
word of power. 

How beautifully is this blessing described in 
Isaiah Ivii. 19 : "I create the fruit of the lips ; 
Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to him that 
is near, saith the Lord ; and I will heal him." Now 
this is exactly the expression which is translated 
^^ perfect peace'' in ch. xxvi. 3. You may have been 
far off up to this moment ; yet there is not only 
peace for you, but perfect peace. There is perfect 
peace in the heart of God, and as soon as you know 
this there will be perfect peace in your heart also. 
One who has never seen the sea before finds it very 
deep if he launches forth into it. So one who has 
hitherto been a stranger to the peace God gives, as 
soon as he experiences it, finds it deep and full, if 
he trusts himself wholly into it. 

There is also "perfect peace for him that is 
near." You may have been a long time at the 
threshold of the open door, gazing intently in at 
the pilgrims who have already entered ; you may 
have long been familiar with the facts of the 
gospel, and yet unable to grasp them. You are 
the man that is near, and there is perfect peace for 
you. 

It may be you are a real Christian, yet tossed 
about with many perplexities, troubled with many 
fears, and even cumbered and harassed in your 
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much serving the Master. To you how precious 
is the word in Isaiah xxvi. 3 : " Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee." Not only "Thou hast pardoned," but 
"Thou wilt keep." I cannot keep myself, but 
thou wilt keep me ; and not only in peace, but in 
perfect peace. And we may be sure that this tran- 
quillizing work will go on in the breast of every 
true disciple ; for of the Prince of peace it was pre- 
dicted, that "of the increase of His government 
and peace there shall be no end." (Isaiah ix. 7.) It 
will always be growing till it becomes like a 
mighty river, sweeping away the last remnant of 
turmoil and unrest. 

Let us briefly review the matter. 

1. This peace on God's part is perfect, because it 
is brought about by the shedding of His Son's 
blood. Nothing you can do can add to it or 
diminish from it. He says, in Exodus xii. 13, 
" When / see the blood, I will pass over you." All 
depends on what God sees. And it is ready for 
every poor sinner, unless, by wilful rejection of it, 
he shuts himself out from mercy. 

2. But man's apprehension of it is imperfect for 
two reasons. First, on account of his doubts and 
fears, which are all the offspring of unbelief. These 
prevent him from seeing the perfect work wrought 
out for him by the Father and the Son., Secondly, 
on account of his sinfulness, which, even in the case 
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of an awakened soul, turns his gaze inwards to- 
wards himself, instead of outwards towards his 
Saviour. He looks into his own heart, and sees sin 
there ; and he says, " What right have I to peace ?" 
But had you not been a sinner Jesus need not have 
died. He is your peace (Eph. ii. 14), and there is 
a close link between sanctification and peace. The 
same God is the Author of both. " Now the God 
of peace make you perfect in every good work to 
do His will, through Jesus Christ." (Heb. xiii. 
20, 21.) 

3. Yet it is an abiding peace. "Not as the 
world giveth,'* and therefore it does not come and 
go. In the weakest believer it is a deep-seated 
and precious blessing. Like the Comforter who 
announces and brings it, the peace abides for ever. 

4. And it is a growing peace. Spite of all ap- 
parent obstacles and hindrances, it is making 
progress in the heart of every lover of his Lord. 

5. It is also a protecting peace. That sweet 
passage (Phil. iv. 7) points out that, as of old in the 
passover night, it is sprinkled on the door of the 
heart, and, like a sentinel, keeps all that is spirit- 
ually destructive from entering. The gentle Dove 
who dwells there will not allow unholy thoughts to 
take up their abode. 

6. And it is a ruling peace. (Col. iii. 1 5.) As is 
here taught, the peace of God must be the umpire, 
deciding what duties and what amusements are 



consistent with His holy will. Dear believer, 
do not trifle with this peace ; suffer it to rule, and to 
determine all your doubts. Let nothing mar your 
peace. So shall you experience something of the 
meaning of the wondrous definition, "The peace 
of God, which passeth all understanding." 





CHAPTER 11. 

l{leirempt(on« 

" In whom we have redemption through His blood." — Eph, i. 7. 

lOTHING can be more miserable than a 
state of bondage. All creatures naturally- 
long for freedom. The lark may sing 
beautifully in his cage, but as soon as the door is 
opened, how quickly will it mount to heaven's gate, 
and fill the air with far more joyous songs of 
liberty. Man was created with the royal heritage 
of freedom, but by one act of disobedience to his 
Father he forfeited this privilege, and sold himself 
to an usurper, and he has been a bond-slave ever 
since. Following Adam's example, and inheriting 
his taint, we too have all sold ourselves to 
Satan, who is an enemy to our heavenly Father, 
and the bitterest foe to our happiness, and peace, 
and life. Our condition, and the way by which we 
may be delivered, is strikingly portrayed in 
Leviticus xxv. 47-49 : " And if a sojourner or 
stranger wax rich by thee, and thy brother that 
dwelleth by him wax poor, and sell himself 
unto the stranger or sojourner by thee, or to the 
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stock of the stranger's family : after that he is 
sold he may be redeemed again ; one of his 
brethren may redeem him : either his uncle, or his 
uncle's son, may redeem him, or any that is nigh of 
kin unto him of his family may redeem him ; or if 
he be able, he may redeem himself." ^^ If thy 
brother sell himself to the stranger^ Do not these 
words exactly describe our condition ? By our own 
act we have sold ourselves — and this is the most 
touching part of our grief — to Satan, who is worse 
than a stranger, a traitor and a thief. We have 
"waxed poor," for he has robbed us of a rich portion 
of our inheritance, and he desires to ruin us eternally. 
Some of you who have read these words are, in some 
measure, sensible of your condition. You long for 
freedom. You exclaim, "I cannot come into the 
presence of my Father. I dare not stand before my 
Judge. Who shall deliver me 1 Who shall give me 
back the heritage I have forfeited V 

But this passage speaks of redemption. " After 
that he is sold, he may be redeemed again ; one of 
his brethren may redeem him .... or if he be 
able he may redeem himself ^ My friends, do not 
these last words come home to us with bitter irony : 
" If he be able, he may redeem himself" } We feel 
how utterly unable we are to deliver ourselves : we 
cannot lift a finger in the work of redemption. 
We may try to do so again and again, but the 
terrible weight is rolled back upon us. And if this 
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were to be the sad conclusion of all, we might well 
close our eyes, for there would be only the gate of 
despair before us. Our condition is described in 
Job xxxvi. i8 : "A great ransom cannot deliver 
thee." And as for our brethren, how impotent 
they are to undertake our cause. " They that trust 
in their wealth, and boast themselves in the multi- 
tude of their riches ; none of them can by any 
means redeem his brother, nor give to God a 
ransom for him." (Psalm xlix. 6, 7.) Well may 
we weep when there is no one on earth, nor under 
the earth, nor even in heaven, able to touch the 
book of our forfeited liberty. Neither Daniel nor 
Gabriel has the right to redeem. They cannot 
provide a ransom for us. Yet our tears may be 
dried when we see One coming forward who has 
fulfilled all the conditions which were required, the 
kinship and the ability. He is our Brother, as we 
see in Heb. 11. 11. "He is not ashamed to call 
them brethren." Again, verse 17, "In all things it 
behoved Him to be made like unto His brethren." 
This we have seen to be one of the conditions of 
the Levitical law: "One of his brethren may 
redeem him." And it was fulfilled when the Lord 
of glory became our brother. Next it was needful 
that He should possess the " ability " as well as the 
right to redeem. " The price of the redemption " 
must be paid. Here too the Lord Jesus, appears 
in the character of Boaz, as the mighty man of 
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wealth ; for the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness 
thereof; so is heaven, with its bright worlds of un- 
told beauty. But the price of our redemption was 
not millions of gold or silver, not diamonds, nor a 
group of constellations. What is of infinitely 
greater value than all the gold or diamonds in the 
universe is life — that great gift which, when once 
bestowed, is never to be recalled — no living death 
nor dying life, but a spirit which must live for ever, 
for conditional immortality is as contrary to Scrip- 
ture as it is to philosophy. Life is the most 
precious thing in the world, and in order to 
purchase our triune nature of spirit, soul, and body, 
life must be given. And who possessed life more 
abundantly than Christ ? *' In Him was [rather is] 
life." He is the life. He is "that eternal life, 
which was with the Father, and was manifested 
unto us." All that proceeds from Him is instinct 
with life. His flesh is Living Bread. His Spirit is 
Living Water. His utterances are a Living Word. 
Christ's life — spiritual, intellectual, physical — was 
the highest ever developed on earth. And it was 
manifested secondarily as a pattern, but principally 
as a gift. Do we admire Mary, who lavished her 
very precious ointment on her Lord t A thousand 
times more should we adore and love Him who 
poured forth for us a life of the richest quality. 
For when life had to be paid as our redemption 
price, there was a needs-be that blood must be 

C ' 
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shed. Whose could it have been but His, who is 
the Author of life ? " Ye know that ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, 
from your vain conversation received by tradition 
from your fathers ; but with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot" (i Peter i. i8, 19.) 

The second great blessing resulting from the 
blood -shedding of Christ is redemption. But 
though second in order, it is the most compre- 
hensive of all, as it includes the whole of the 
Saviour's work for the believer, which commenced 
in reconciliation, and will be consummated in glory: 
man's entire emancipation from Satan and sin, 
and his entire surrender to the Father whom he 
had forgotten and forsaken. 

And we note that the words, " We have redemp- 
tion through His blood," in Eph. i. 7, are in the 
present tense, in order to indicate that it is a 
present and a perpetual blessing. Christ is the 
Living Fountain of redemption ; for though His 
blood was shed ages ago, it has a continuous effi- 
cacy. Jesus lives in order that the redemption- 
work accomplished on Calvary may exert its power 
over the hearts and lives of the ransomed, and it 
will not be completed until that day when He will 
" present His people to Himself a glorious church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing." 
Not till then will redemption be perfected. 
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Now as to the nature of this blessing. Christ 
came to deliver us from the hand of a hard task- 
master and a cruel tyrant How does Satan pre- 
vail over us? In two ways. To beguile and 
betray is his own method ; but he also conquers as 
the executioner of God's righteous justice. Just as 
he beguiled our first parents, and brought them 
under the curse, so is it now. He begins to make 
his wretched captives feel the force of the curse 
which came upon them by listening to his solicita- 
tions. This is described in Gal. iii. 10: "As 
many as are of the works of the law are under the 
curse: for it is written. Cursed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are written in 
the book of the law to do them." Now this curse 
is death, and Satan means to carry it out. God's 
own law is, therefore, the traitor's instrument for 
destroying the sinner. All the time he said, "Thou 
shalt not surely die," he knew he would be the 
agent for fastening the second death on the trans- 
gressor. "The soul that sinneth, it shall die." 
Now we have all broken this law, and there is no 
difference between the best man that ever lived and 
the vilest sinner upon earth before a holy God, for 
" all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God." How terrible to think that, however respect- 
able you may appear before man, the curse of 
God rests upon you if you are seeking to be saved 
by your own goodness ! But as soon as souls are 
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awakened by the Spirit of God, they long to be 
delivered from the bondage of this curse. None of 
you would like to remain under it, for the end 
thereof is death of spirit, soul, and body. What 
good news it is that Christ came to deliver us from 
this curse, being made a curse for us ; and so He 
bore the curse that we might have the blessing. 
We read, in Heb. ii. 15, of those "who through 
fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage." How many are still exactly in this 
state ? They hope there are many happy hours 
before them here, because they dread the second 
death. Christ came to deliver you from this fear. 
He came to remove the curse, and to bestow on 
you the blessing of life for evermore. Thus Christ 
began the work of redemption through dying ; 
thus He wounded Satan, and destroyed his power. 
And now God's faithfulness is pledged to finish the 
work, to pluck you as a brand from the burning, 
and to place you as a jewel upon His throne. 

We also need to be delivered from the love of 
sin. Ever since Satan crept into Eden, all the 
descendants of Adam have had the love of sin in 
their hearts ; and as long as this continues no one 
can love God. You cannot love God and sin at the 
same time. The work of redemption would, 
therefore, have been very inadequate if the love of 
evil had not been cured. Our natural condition is 
described in Rom. vi. 19 : " Ye have yielded your 
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members servants [or slaves] to uncleanness and to 
iniquity unto iniquity." Those who are following 
out their own desires think they are independent, 
yet all the while they are bond-slaves to Satan, in 
" the snare of the devil, taken alive by him at his 
will." (Margin of 2 Tim. ii. 26.) Oh, why work 
out the will of an unseen tyrant ? The Lord's 
desire and purpose is to set you free from the power 
and love of sin. It was for this He died. His 
death brings you life. 

He " His own self bare our sins in His own 
body on the tree, that we, being" dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness : by whose stripes 
ye were healed." (i Peter ii. 24.) There is, then, a 
healing virtue in the death of Christ, which, when 
applied by the Holy Spirit, assuages the tumult of 
passion and purifies the soul. It is this part of the 
Saviour's redemption work which is alluded to by 
St. Paul in Rom. viii. 2 : "For the law'of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the 
law of sin and death." The moment the load of 
unpardoned sin is removed life and liberty are im- 
parted, and you are not only free to move and act, 
but the power is bestowed also. There is, there- 
fore, now a reality and a meaning in the exhorta- 
tion, " Yield yourselves unto God, as those that are 
alive from the dead." (Rom. vi. 13.) Daily proofs 
are being given that "where sin abounded, grace 
does much more abound :" it reigns, and conquers 
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every sin by Jesus Christ our Lord. (Rom. v. 20, 21.) 
Some of you who read this can testify that you could 
never please God as long as you loved sin and were 
under the curse ; but as soon as the load was re- 
moved, and life given, you could move and walk, 
because you were animated and led by the Spirit. 

The fascinations of the world are a great means 
whereby Satan succeeds in ensnaring men's souls. 
The world is described by the Holy Spirit as a 
"pit wherein is no water." (Zech. ix. 11.) Satan 
tries to make us suppose we are at a feast ; yet we 
are in a pit with nothing to satisfy. What a mercy 
when we awake and discover our position and 
danger : we then become prisoners of hope. Our 
deliverance from this attractive snare is expressly 
ascribed to the blood of Jesus in the passage 
already alluded to. " As for thee also, by the blood 
of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out 
of the pit wherein is no water." The lover of this 
present evil world is a prisoner till Christ comes to 
set him free. Oh, why love this world so well, 
which is enmity against God, and which crucified 
its Saviour > Rather say with St. Paul, " God for- 
bid that I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the world." (Gal. vi. 14.) 

From all these various exhibitions of Satan's 
power Christ delivers us through His blood. We 
Ttmst remember that though He redeems us from 
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the hand of Satan, the price was paid to God the 
Father. The counsel of peace and the plan of 
, redemption is a covenant between the Father and 
the Son alone. Satan is no party to it. He is 
always treated in God's word as an usurper and an 
enemy; and he has no. power except when he 
becomes God*s gaoler at the prison door, and God's 
executioner, to carry out His righteous law. But 
Christ's blood has "destroyed him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil." (Heb. ii. 14.) 

It becomes all-important to know who get the 
benefits of this full and complete redemption. 
In a certain sense it contemplates all, as we gather 
from I John ii. 2 : " He is the propitiation for our 
sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of 
the whole world." Indeed, "God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son ;" and 
yet only "whosoever believeth hath everlasting 
life." (John iii. 16, 36.) Christ is undoubtedly 
God's gift to the world ; but He is only appro- 
priated by all them that believe. Who are those, 
in Ephesians, who can say, " We have redemption 
through His blood " } Those, according to verse 12, 
" who first trusted in Christ." Do you say, " Is it 
for me ?" Yes, as soon as you believe it. It is a 
present blessing, not to be postponed to a sick or 
dying-bed, but to be possessed now in health and 
strength. Some who read these words can say, 
" Thank God, redemption is mine." Why should it 
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not be so with all ? Surely you will not choose to 
belong to Satan ? The Lord is coming soon to 
make up His jewels, and there is no reason why 
you should not be one of the number. It is to be 
feared that some of you have Satan's mark upon 
you now ; it is seen in the evil temper, the cunning 
disposition, the proud spirit, or some other form of 
sin. But as soon as you have the redemption- 
mark stamped upon you your very face will alter ; 
holiness will be fixed upon your brow, while love 
and gentleness will beam from your eyes. 

God's children should remember that they are no 
longer their own. " Know ye not that your body 
is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own ? 
For ye are bought with a price : therefore glorify 
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God's." (i Cor. vi. 19, 20.) Let "not your own" 
be written on everything we do ; and may we 
recollect that our affections, powers, and capacities 
are not to be used for ourselves any longer, but for 
Him who loved us, and gave Himself for us. Nor 
should we look "at the negative side only, but at the 
precious encouragement of the words, " Thou art 
mine." (Isa. xliii. i.) " Thou wast precious in my 
sight." {v, 4.) Do I belong to so good and wise 
and kind a Master } Then I must love Him with 
the love His Holy Spirit imparts, and live for Him, 
and yield myself unreservedly to His service. He 
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does not treat us as slaves, but He gives us the 
adoption of children. 

Christ's purpose for you, believer, is complete. 
He intends that you should yield to Him spirit, 
soul, and body ; for all have been redeemed. 

Your spirit has already been emancipated. You 
live in the Spirit, and you walk after the Spirit, 
and are led by the Spirit. (Gal. v. 25 ; Rom. viii. 
4, 14.) There is therefore the closest link between 
God's Spirit and ours. It is through God's Spirit 
acting on olirs that we understand heavenly truth, 
for it is only spiritually discerned^ that is, dis- 
tinguished by the higher part of our nature, (i 
Cor. ii. 14.) The spirit is the immortal and 
eternal part of man, and this is wholly redeemed 
already. (Rom. viii. 2, 15 ; i Cor. ii. 12.) 

The soul is the link between the immortal and 
the material part of man. When this is uppermost, 
a human being is called a natural or soulish man. 
This is partially redeemed already. "The re- 
demption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth 
for ever." (Ps. xlix. 8.) This is specially dis- 
tinguished from the spirit in Heb. iv. 12, where it 
is pointed out that it is the work of God's word to 
divide these two. Also in i Thess. v. 23 : "I pray 
God your whole spirit and soul and body be pre- 
served blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." There is a close link between the passions 
and the soul, yet they are subdued by the grace the 
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Spirit gives. "They that are Christ's have crucified 
the flesh with the affections and lusts." (Gal. v. 24.) 
But the bcxly is still, in great measure, under the 
curse. It suffers sickness, decays, dies. Sometimes 
the motions of sin which are in the body drag the 
spirit down. And so St. Paul sets before us the re- 
demption of the body as the great object of the 
believer's hope. "Ourselves also, which have the 
first-fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of our body." (Rom. viii. 23.) At 
the same time the body belongs to Christ. "I 
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service." (Rom. xii. i.) As Christ has a right to 
us and all we have, keep back nothing, but remem- 
ber the price which has been paid. Have you been 
living hitherto too much for yourself, and loving 
yourself.? Now live for Christ alone. "As He 
which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation." (i Peter i. 15.) There is 
nothing so precious to God as His Son's blood ; let 
it be equally precious to you. He invites you to 
look back at the blood once shed for your redemp- 
tion, and onward to the time when the same blood 
shall be remembered among the glorified saints, and 
the Redeemer shall drink the new wine with you 
in His Father's kingdom. 




CHAPTER III. 

Jporgtbeness. 

** For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins." — Matt. xxvi. 28. 

HEN Benhadad, king of Syria, was de- 
feated in battle by Ahab, king of Israel, he 
fled to hide himself. "And his servants 
said unto him, Behold now, we have heard that the 
kings of the house of Israel are merciful kings ; let 
us, I pray thee, put sackcloth on our loins, and 
ashes upon our he^ds, and go out to the king of 
Israel : peradventure he will save thy life." And 
when they came before Ahab, they said, " Thy 
servant Benhadad saith, I pray thee, let me live." 
Ahab immediately relented, with the words, " Is he 
yet alive ? He is my brother." How quickly and 
joyfully did those servants catch the words, " He is 
my brother," and add, "Thy brother Benhadad." 
Yet the king of Syria and his servants only 
depended on the king of Israel for the life of the 
body in a great emergency. We depend on our 
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Creator at all times for life and everything which is 
included in it, for every blessing present and to 
come. Yet we have forfeited life by our sins ; we 
have rebelled cigainst our heavenly Father. How 
eagerly must we long for forgiveness ! Without it 
we can never draw near to God; without it we 
must at last hear those terrible words, "Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire." How 
earnestly you must desire to know if this forgive- 
ness is to be had. 

Our need of pardon is very great. The word 
has gone forth, "Whosoever hath sinned against 
me, him will I blot out of my book." (Exod. xxxii. 
33.) We owe our God ten thousand talents, and 
we have nothing to pay. 

Yet the majority of people, even in this Christian 
land, have no true sense of sin, and therefore no 
strong desire for forgiveness. If they were sure the 
command had gone forth, " Blot them out of my 
book, because they have sinned," they would not 
dare to continue in their present unconcern ; they 
would be constantly besieging the golden gate of 
heaven with their praye/s ; they would bedew the 
throne of grace with their tears ; they would give 
themselves no rest until they knew that pardon had 
taken the place of doom, and mercy had prevailed 
over wrath. 

The holiest and best men in the Old and New 
Testament had a strong sense of sin, and felt an 
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urgent desire for forgiveness. Job was "perfect 
and upright, one that feared God, and eschewed 
evil." (i. i). Yet he deeply realized his sinfulness. 
This led him to exclaim, " If I wash myself with 
snow water, and make myself never so clean; 
yet shalt thou plunge me in the ditch, and mine 
own clothes shall abhor me." (Job ix. 30, 31). And 
when even the self-righteousness which had escaped 
his notice had been pointed out by the Lord as He 
spake out of the whirlwind, much deeper was his 
abasement as he confessed, " I have heard of thee 
by the hearing of the ear : but now mine eye seeth 
thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in 
dust and ashes." (Job xlii. 5, 6.) So it always is 
when the greatest saints see the King in His glory; 
they fall low in the dust, and dare not lift their 
eyes until they are assured of forgiveness. The 
reason why so many persons have a slight sense of 
sin is because they rarely look into the face of 
God. 

Again, we read of Hezekiah, that "he trusted 
in the Lord God of Israel ; so that after him was 
none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor 
any that were before him. For he clave to the 
Lord, and departed not from following Him, but 
kept His commandments, which the Lord com- 
manded Moses." (2 Kings xviii. 5, 6.) What a 
comprehensive character! Such a steadfast and 
whole-hearted following the Lord, and fulfilment of 
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His command, which made him unparalleled among 
the kings, and yet all based upon faithy a strong, 
simple, child-like trust in the Lord. Yet when 
smitten with sickness, and brought near to the 
gates of the grave, he expresses a deep experience 
of his sinfulness, and yet rejoices in the knowledge 
that all was forgiven. "Behold, for peace I had 
great bitterness : but thou hast in love to my soul 
delivered it from the pit of corruption : for thou 
hast cast all my sins behind thy back." (Isaiah 
xxxviii. 17.) His perfect trust stands out in isolated 
grandeur among the kings of Judah, and therefore 
he had a full conviction of the pardon of all his 
transgressions. 

Nehemiah has been regarded by some as a self- 
righteous man; but it was under his teaching of 
the law that all the people wept aloud, and under 
his clear exhibition of the gospel that their mourn- 
ing was turned into joy, and the garment of praise 
given instead of the spirit of heaviness. (Neh. viii. 
9-12.) Under his auspices "the seed of Israel 
confessed their sins, and the iniquities of their 
fathers ;" and how full and unreserved this confes- 
sion was we see from the ninth chapter. And he 
sums it up in the thirty-third verse: "Howbeit 
thou art just in all that is brought upon us; for 
thou hast done right, but we have done wickedly." 

If ever there was a holy man it was Daniel. His 
holiness far surpasses all his wisdom in the solution 
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of mysteries, and his political sagacity in admin- 
istering an empire. How great was his courage, 
when, spite of the king's stern command, and the 
fearful threat which accompanied it, he entered 
into the access-chamber of a greater King, and not 
only prayed, but gave thanks before his God three 
times a day. He feared not the death of the body 
as long as he had the life of the Spirit. Yet 
though Daniel was singularly holy, both beloved of 
God and approved of men (for no fault could be 
found with him except concerning the law of his 
God), yet how ample is his personal confession of 
guilt : " I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made 
my confession, and said, O Lord .... we have 
sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done 
wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing 
from thy precepts and from thy judgments : . . . . 
O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, ta our 
kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because 
we have sinned against thee." (Dan. ix. 4, 5, 8.) 
And the prophet adds in the twentieth verse : 
"And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and 
confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, 
and presenting my supplication before the Lord 
my God .... the man Gabriel touched me about 
the time of the evening oblation." At the very 
period of his confession Daniel was granted a 
wonderful answer to his prayer. Faith uniting 
with a sense of guilt and weakness, brought 
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Gabriel from on high with one of the weightiest 
predictions ever uttered on his lips. 

Then, when we come to the New Testament, 
look at Paul, who, though he had greater spiritual 
excellencies than were ever combined in any other 
mortal, and who was charged with such an enthu- 
siastic love for his Saviour that it dwarfed every 
other thought into littleness, yet says of himself, 
long after his conversion, "I am the chief of 
sinners." (i Tim. i. 15.) 

As for Peter, not only did he cry, " Depart from 
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord," when he had 
a first glimpse of the miraculous power exercised 
by the Saviour, but he also wept bitterly when 
he encountered the reproachful, yet compassionate, 
glance of the Master whom he had denied. 

And, my friends, how is it with us } Have not 
we often denied our Lord } Have not we been 
ashamed of Him in society, and afraid to own 
Him as our Friend and our King ? Must we not 
admit that sometimes we have not dared to men- 
tion His name } Surely to us belongeth confusion 
of face ! 

Some of you who read this have never had any 
conviction of your sinfulness. Perhaps you never 
mention your guilt when you kneel down before 
God. Look back on your past life. See how you 
have been heaping up sins from your earliest 
childhood against the God who made you, and the 
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Lord who bought you, and the Spirit who strives 
with you, until they are become like a great moun- 
tain, over which you can never climb to see God. 
They are a great debt, not the smallest part of 
which can you pay. Then think of the sins you 
have forgotten, but which God has. noted down in 
His book of remembrance; the sins which have 
filled ,the weeks, and days, and minutes of your 
life. Think of all your omissions of duty; how, 
instead of loving God with all your heart, and soul, 
and strength, you have loved, "worshipped, and 
served the creature more than the Creator, who is 
blessed for ever." (Rom. i. 25.) Has not self been 
your God rather than Christ } Oh ! how can you 
look up as long as your sins are not blotted out 'i 
How can you live at such a distance from your 
God.? 

The all-important question therefore arises, Can 
we be forgiven } and if so, how } Again the great 
principle of Heb. ix. 22 comes before us, that 
"without shedding of blood is no remission" of sin. 
How does this portray the heinousness of sin, since 
it cannot be pardoned without the shedding of 
blood ! Once more we ask. Whose } St. Paul tells 
us, in Heb. x. 4, that " it is not possible that the 
blood of bulls and goats" should take away sin." 
Their blood had only a ceremonial worth, and a 
pictorial value, inasm^uch as it typically represented 
that precious blood of Christ which alone could 

D 
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atone for all sin. Let us notice His words when 
He instituted the Lord's Supper : " Drink ye all of 
it; for this is my blood of the new testament, 
which is shed for many for the remission of sins." 
The remission or pardon of sins is the third great 
blessing secured to us by the shedding of Christ's 
blood. Forgiveness is more than reconciliation, for 
that might be brought about by ignoring the past. 
But pardon is based on a right view of past 
ungodliness, such as is suggested by the thirty- 
second Psalm. " Blessed is he whose transgression 
is forgiven, whose sin is covered." You need not, 
then, fear the past, for it is forgiven. 

The old covenant was based on works : — " Do 
this, and thou shalt live." The new covenant is 
sealed with blood, and appropriated by faith. This 
precious blood is far more than the sign and sym- 
bol of the new covenant ; it is the very means 
whereby the testament was made, and assured to 
us. And the two are closely linked together, as we 
gather from Heb. xiii. 20: "The God of peace, 
that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant." How wonder- 
ful for the Judge to make a covenant with the 
sinners. The Lord comes forward to make an 
agreement with us who deserved no mercy. And 
this covenant announces free and full forgiveness. 
As it has been truly observed, "The first line of the 
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new covenant, sealed and ratified in the blood of 
Jesus, contains the blessed assurance, 'Their sihs 
and iniquities will I remember no more/" The 
Redeemer endorsed this truth, and made it His own 
on that memorable occasion when He said, " This 
is my blood, which is shed for many for the remis- 
sion of sins." Full of hope are these words, " shed 
for many." They mean, shed for all believers. 
They cannot mean " shed for a few," because the 
Saviour Himself saith, " Him that cometh to Me I 
will in no wise cast out." And the redeemed will 
hereafter compose a great multitude, which no man 
can number. And St. Paul saith, "This is a faith- 
ful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners." (i Tim. i. 15.) There is no barrier to 
hinder you from receiving the benefit. If you 
wish to obtain, pardon, the Lord is ready to seal 
that pardon. Never yet was any sinner rejected 
that was willing to receive the blessing on Christ's 
terms. 

How full and complete this forgiveness is. We 
gather this from Col. ii. 13 : "And you hath He 
quickened together with Him, having forgiven you 
all trespasses." Often do we meet with similar ex- 
pressions to that in Eph. iv. 32 : "God for Christ's 
sake hath forgiven you." It is a present and 
immediate forgiveness. God Iiath forgiven you. 
The youngest babe in Christ, who has just entered 
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the strait gate and gone up to the cross of Christ, 
loses his burden of sin ; it falls from his back into 
the Saviour's sepulchre, and he goes on his way 
rejoicing. This was what the apostles preached. 
The words of St. Peter are, "Him hath God 
exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, for to give repentance unto Israel, and 
forgiveness of sins." (Acts v. 31.) And St. Paul 
declared, "Be it known unto you, brethren, that 
through this man is preached unto you the forgive- 
ness of sins." (Acts xiii. 38.) 

Now it was the purpose of Christ to show forth 
this blessed truth in the Supper which He instituted. 
On this subject Dr. Saphir has beautifully re- 
marked, " Whereas the Lord's Supper was designed 
by a simple illustration to show forth spiritual 
mysteries, the Lord's Supper itself has been 
asserted to be a mystery which it is difficult to 
comprehend, or, when comprehended, to explain to 
others. Now, the union of Christ and the believer is 
indeed a mystery. Great is the mystery, exclaims 
the apostle. Our spiritual life, growth, and joy 
are rooted in Christ, in His broken body and shed 
blood. Here faith also beholds the communion of 
saints, the second advent, and our glory with 
Christ. But of these spiritual and unseen realities, 
we have in the Lord's Supper an illustration so 
simple, so comprehensive, that it is the easiest way 
of explaining to little children the. gospel of our 
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Lord. Many minds are thinking about the mystery 
of the sacrament, instead of thinking about the 
mystery of union with Christ by faith and through 
the indwelling Spirit. For such the gospel of John 
is most attractive, both on account of its silence as 
to the institution, and its profound exposition of 
the mystery which in the Lord's Supper is set 
before us."* 

These are weighty words, which need to be pon- 
dered in the present day, when dangerous and 
unscriptural doctrines are taught by so many re- 
garding this sacrament. 

. If we saw in this ordinance a fiery sword, the 
symbol of the broken law, many would be deterred 
from approaching it They would say, " I have 
sinned against law, and it condemns me." But 
here we see the beauty of the gospel in its most 
comforting assurance. The blood is the symbol of 
wondrous love and perfect pardon, so that no one 
who determines to have a share in that love need 
be deterred, but rather encouraged to claim the 
pardon. 

The very word "testament" means a will, and 
there is no will without property. At that tearful 
supper in the upper room the Saviour's last will 
and testament was being signed and sealed. And 
in it He has bequeathed to you a rich inheritance, 
containing the first-fruits of the Spirit for your 

* Lectures on the Epistle to the Hebrews, vol. ii. p. 158. 



54 SEVENFOLD BLESSING. 

portion here, and one of the many mansions in 
your Father's house hereafter. 

Take an instance of the power of this blood. 
Sir James Simpson tells us : " I stood once by the 
dying-bed of an intimate friend, with whom I had 
passed many an hour of ungodliness, but who in 
that last illness had been led of the Spirit to know 
Him whom to know is life eternal. Fears were 
coursing through my heart as to the everlasting 
destiny of that immortal soul; and I gave half 
utterance to them in some observation as to the 
solemnity of the sinner's position when called to 
stand before the. throne of judgment, saying how 
awful it was for us to have lived so far away from 
God. * Yes, true,' was the reply, * but there is the 
blood.* Ere long, from lips so evidently touched 
with a living coal from the atonement-altar, there 
issued, in calm and peaceful tones, the words, * Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil ; for Thou art with me : 
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me." 

Do not imagine for a moment that you have any 
need to go to a priest to get your sins forgiven. 
Give no heed to the blasphemous doctrine, that if 
people confess their sins to God, they may be for- 
given ; but that if they confess them to man, they 
must be forgiven. Christ is the great High Priest, 
and when He says you are forgiven, no one on 
earth, in heaven, or in hell dare dispute it. " Who 
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is he that condemneth ? It is Christ that died." 
(Rom. viii. 34.) 

But how is this great blessing to be attained ? 

I. By simple faith on our part. You must be- 
lieve that Christ's words are as truly addressed to 
you as to the man sick of the palsy : " Son, be of 
good cheer ; thy sins are forgiven thee." Most of 
you have uttered the words : " I believe in the for- 
giveness of sins." In the forgiveness of whose 
sins do you believe.^ More than three hundred 
years ago, a monk in an Augustinian convent 
suffered great agony of mind on account of, his 
sins. " Oh, my sin ! my sin ! my sin ! " he ex- 
claimed one day in the presence of a friend, 
with a tone of profound anguish. "Well, would 
you be a sinner only in appearance," was the 
reply of his friend, " and have a Saviour only in 
appearance } Then know that Jesus Christ is the 
Saviour, even of those who are great, real sinners, 
and deserving of utter condemnation." The light 
began to break into the heart of the young monk ; 
but all his doubts were not removed. At last a 
venerable companion entered the cell where he lay 
ill, and exclaimed, " I believe in the forgiveness of 
sins." These simple words, pronounced with 
sincerity in the decisive moment, caused great con- 
solation to the young man. " I believe," he said to 
himself on his bed of sickness, " in the forgiveness 
of sins." " Ah," said his aged brother, " you must 
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believe not only in the forgiveness of David's and 
of Peter's sins, for this even the devils believe. It is 
God's command that we believe our own sins are 
forgiven us." And he added St Bernard's words : 
"The testimony of the Holy Ghost in thy heart 
is this, Thy sins are forgiven thee." From that 
moment new life came to the soul and body of the 
young inquirer. He rose from his couch a new 
man. And the truth he shortly began to pro- 
claim has been the means of blessing to hundreds 
of thousands ; for the sin-burdened monk was 
none other than Martin Luther,* the champion 
of the Reformation. 

2. You must also heartily hate sin. If you love 
sin in your heart, you cannot come to the Lord. 
It is not that He is unwilling to receive you, but that 
you are not prepared to come. His word to you 
is : " Wherefore come out from among them, and 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing ; and I will receive you, and will be 
a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." 

A young lady who had heard one of Mr. 
Brownlow North's thrilling addresses came to see 
him the next day, and told him that what he had 
said had made her anxious and troubled about her 
soul ; but she plainly intimated that she was not 
yet prepared to give up the world. "In that case, 

♦ D*Aubign^, History of the Reformation, 60-64. 
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madam," was his reply, "it would be useless for me 
to pray with you ; it would be only a mockery 
to come before Christ if you are not thoroughly 
determined to receive Him." She retired ; for she 
was young and beautiful, and the world had great 
attractions for her. But in a few days she returned 
to Mr. North, thoroughly broken down by a sense 
of guilt, quite prepared to resign all, and only en- 
quiring if Christ would receive her. It was then an 
easy matter to direct her to the Saviour's blood. 

3. Your faith must be accompanied by love. The 
woman of whom we read in Luke vii. was forgiven 
much, and so she loved much. Have not you 
been forgiven much } How great then should 
be your love to the Master who so freely gave 
Himself for you ! While you praise Him for His 
grace, and trust Him for His power, surely you 
will begin to love Him with all your soul and mind 
and strength. Think of His love to you, so beauti- 
fully described in the Song of Solomon viii. 6, 7 : 
"Love is strong as death; . . . the coals thereof 
are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement flame. 
Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the 
floods drown it : if a man would give all the sub- 
stance of his house for love, it would utterly be 
contemned." His love is stronger than death, 
higher than that heaven whence Pfe descended for 
your sakes, deeper than that eternal woe whose 
horror He tasted that He might save you from its 
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innermost depths ; broad as the distance between 
God and the vilest sinner that is now on the edge of 
the mountains of despair, and long as eternity. He 
calls those who trust Him by the precious name — 
His own. He has loved you in the past, when He 
shed His blood for you. He loves you in the pre- 
sent ; for He folds you in His arms, and keeps you 
from falling. And He will lavish His choicest love 
on you through the uncounted ages, when we shall 
begin to know that love which is the atmosphere 
of heaven, as we see it in its perfectness reflected 
from the face of God in Christ. 

Then shall it be needful for the Saviour to 
say thrice to us, " Lovest thou me } Lovest thou 
me more than these ?" May we be able to reply, 
"Yea, Lord, thou knowest that I love thee. I 
will give up for thee all earthly things. I will love 
thee more than all the idols which have ensnared 
me so long." Then, believers, give yourselves, 
your powers, your time, your substance, your all, to 
Him who loves you so intensely, and who is jealous 
of any lesser love on your part than that which is 
indicated in the wondrous words, " That ye might 
be filled with all the fulness of God." 




CHAPTER IV. 

justification. 

"Justified by His blood." — Roth, v, 9. 

IHEN a man of unblemished character has 
been falsely accused, as soon as it is 
proved that he is innocent of the charge 
laid against him, he leaves the court without a 
single stain : he is justified. But how shall a man 
who has sinned ten thousand times be pronounced 
righteous } How can he be declared just, not 
merely before his fallible fellow-mortals, but before 
Him whose eyes are as a flame of fire, and who 
searches the very hearts and reins } Bildad's 
question has been asked all through the ages, 
"How then can man be justified with God.? or 
how can he be clean that is born of a woman } 
Behold even to the moon, and it shineth not ; yea, 
the stars are not pure in his sight. How much less 
man, that is a worm } and the son of man, which 
is a worm V (Job xxv. 4-6.) In answer to this 
question we have the express words of God in 
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Exod. xxiii. 7 : " I will not justify the wicked." If 
the Holy Spirit has revealed to us anything of our 
own hearts, we shall ask with the greatest earnest- 
ness, How then am I to be justified ? For there is 
a still more sweeping assertion in Psalm cxliii. 2 : 
" In thy sight shall no man living be justified." No 
man living. How is it then that so many dare 
to imagine that, by virtue of their own efforts, 
their own resolutions, and their own good deeds, 
they can be pronounced righteous before a holy 
God, when they are expressly told, that "in His 
sight shall no man living be justified }" Again you 
ask. What hope can there be for poor sinners } 
How can they stand before an infinitely holy God ? 
Even if it is granted that they may be forgiven 
through the blood of Jesus, how shall they be 
justified i You know how you would treat a great 
criminal who had sinned against his country's laws. 
If pardoned, he would merely be tolerated in 
the society in which he moved ; but he would 
never be regarded in the same light as before. Is 
this the way in which God treats sinners } Does 
He only pardon them } Oh, no ! for St. Paul 
distinctly declares, regarding sinners, " Being now 
justified by His blood." 

Now Justified, Here we have a complete and 
comprehensive blessing, which not only has to do 
with past sins, but with our present standing before 
God. Being justified is more than being forgiven ; 
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it is more than being accepted. It is being ac- 
counted perfectly blameless and spotless in God's 
sight; so that if you were to die at this moment the 
everlasting gates would be opened to receive you; 
and you would enter the courts of the holy city 
without fear and without dread, as those who had 
a right to enter into the holiest of all. Such as are 
justified will be pronounced spotless before an 
assembled world, before saved souls and the holy 
angels, before lost souls and devils. They will be 
declared by God as all fair, without a single spot, 
or blemish of sin, or wrinkle of decay. Many of 
you who read these words will be ready to say, 
"I should like to stand where unfallen Adam 
stood, in all the beauty of innocence and all the 
freshness of the first creation, when God's counte- 
nance smiled upon him.'* But if you are justified 
before God, you stand higher than Adam did before 
his fall, higher than angels, higher than Gabriel 
himself; for if Christ is accepted in your stead, 
then you stand where Christ stands ; you are, in 
fact, "accepted in the Beloved." (Eph. i. 6.) A 
higher righteousness than that of saints or angels, 
is reckoned to you, the very righteousness of God 
Himself. (2 Cor. v. 21.) 

Perhaps some of you say in your hearts, "I 
wish I knew that I was thus justified, thus owned, 
thus accepted, thus honoured ; but the blessing is 
not for me. I never did an action in my life with 
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which I was thoroughly satisfied. All my motives 
in my most religious acts have been defective ; all 
my thoughts have been sin-stained. I dare not 
suppose I am justified, because there is nothing in 
me to claim goodness or justice on God's part." 

But who are the persons whom God justifies? 
Are they the good, the religious, the earnest, the 
diligent seekers, the active workers } No. If you 
look to the fourth of Romans, and fifth verse, you 
will see that they are tJte ungodly : "To him that 
worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth 
the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness." 
The ungodly, then, are the very persons who are jus- 
tified by God. If you want to be justified you must 
not come before God as a very religious person, but 
as an ungodly man. You dare not say, "I have been 
very godly all my life ; all the deeds of the past 
have been coloured with religiousness." No ; you 
must cry, "I am utterly ungodly. I have lived 
only for myself; I have loved my own devices, in 
spite of all that may have looked attractive about 
me in the eyes of my fellow-man." If the Spirit 
of God has convinced you of sin, and shewn you 
that your life answers to this description, and you 
know that you are ungodly, then you are one 
whom God is willing to justify. The moment 
you give up all claini to goodness, and acknow- 
ledge that all your worst enemies can say of you, 
3^nd all that Satan, the accuser of the brethren, has 
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registered against you, is true, that moment, if you 
appropriate the blood of Jesus, you are justified. 
Then go down to the lowest depths, and when you 
hardly dare to lift up your eyes to heaven, but are 
ready to cry out, like the publican, " God be mer- 
ciful to me, the sinner,** immediately you are pre- 
pared to receive the good news, " Him hath God 
set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His 
blood." 

" When we were enemies, w6 were reconciled to 
God by the death of His Son." (Rom. v. 10.) In 
I Cor. vi. the apostle reckons up drunkards, 
thieves, revilers, and many other notorious sinners, 
and then he adds : *' Such were some of you : but 
ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by 
the Spirit of our God.*' It is possible then for 
drunkards and prodigals on the one side, and for 
self-righteous professors on the other, to be perfectly 
justified. It is possible for those who have entered 
the house of God with every sin they have ever 
committed resting on their heads to go forth 
pronounced righteous before God. Was it not 
thus with the publican } He came into the temple 
court with all his sins resting on him ; he uttered 
one prayer ; and I have it on the authority of Him 
who now sits on the right hand of the majesty in 
the heavens, that he went to his house justified. 
And if so, you may go home justified, not merely 
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foi^ven, but pronounced righteous before a wise, 
holy, and heart-searching God. 

Wliat is the ground on which a sinner is justi- 
fied ? ** In the name of the Lord Jesus." What 
has He done to secure this privil^e.^ It is 
summed up in the text : " Justified by His blood" 
You may be surprised at first to hear the blood 
stated to be the ground of our justification. You 
may say, "I know that I am redeemed by the 
blood of Christ, because that was the price He 
paid to purchase me ; and I know that if forgiven it 
can only be through the blood, because nothing 
else can blot out sin ; but how can I be justified 
by His blood ? " There are many passages in 
Scripture which show that sinners are justified by 
t/ie righteousfuss of Christ Take for example the 
argument in Romans iiL 20-26, which culminates 
in the 26th verse : " To declare, I say, His righteous- 
ness : that He might be just, and the justifier of 
him which believeth in Jesus." And very markedly 
Romans v., and part of the 19th verse : " By the 
obedience of one shall many be made righteous." 
That One is expressly stated to be Jesus Christ in 
the previous verses. And His "obedience" in 
the 19th verse is evidently identical with His 
"righteousness" in the i8th verse. There is no 
other way by which we can be pronounced righteous 
before God, except by having the righteousness 
which Jesus wrought out in the world in the days 
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of His flesh imputed to us. This is the leading 
truth which God desires to teach us, that Christ's 
obedience, while He was on the earth, is reckoned 
to the ungodly man as if it were his own. Do you 
ask, How can this be } It is thus. Did Jesus so com- 
pletely work out the will of His Father that He 
could say, "I do always those things that please 
Him" } That is to be reckoned to you instead of 
your having displeased God. Did Christ love poor, 
lost, degraded sinners even as Himself — nay, far 
more ? for His love was so intense that He gave 
Himself for them. Did He love His enemies with 
a love never found in the breast of any of His own 
disciples } for when we were enemies, He died for 
us. This is to be reckoned to you instead of your 
lack of love, your neglect of the outcast, and your 
hatred of your enemy. Did Christ keep perfectly 
all His Father's commandments, and so do His 
duty both toward God and man, that no fault nor 
flaw could be found in Him by His worst enemies } 
That is to be reckoned to you instead of your mani- 
fold omissions, transgressions, and neglect of duty. 
Did Jesus deliver a courageous testimony in favour 
of the truth, although He knew it would bring Him 
into prison and to death } This is to be reckoned 
to you instead of your silence and cowardice when 
God's cause might have been defended. In fact, 
all Christ's obedience is reckoned to you instead of 
your disobedience ; and all Christ's righteousness 

E 
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IS reckoned to you instead of your unrighteousness. 
This is the Bible way by which sinners are pro- 
nounced perfectly righteous before a perfectly holy 
God. 

But you may still ask, What relation was there 
between the obedience of Christ and the shedding 
of His blood ? How can we be said to be justified 
by His blood, as well as by His obedience, as is so 
clear from this text, " Being now justified by His 
blood ;" and from Romans iii. 24, 25, "Being justi- 
fied freely by His grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus : whom God hath set forth 
to be a propitiation through faith in His blood." 
There must then be a close link between the blood 
and the righteousness of Christ What is that link 
which unites them, the subtle chord which evi- 
dently interpenetrates both, and makes both to 
form part of the same basis upon which the sinner 
is justified before God ? 

It is this. We read, in Lev. xvii. 1 1, "The life of 
the flesh is in the blood." Thus, when Christ 
poured His soul unto death (Isaiah Hii. 12), He 
yielded up, not something dead, but the most living 
thing possible; in fact. He breathed out His life. 
" As therefore the vial of balsam, if it is to refresh 
all those who are in the house by the odour of its 
contents, must be opened and poured forth, so did 
the Redeemer breathe out into the dead world that 
fulness of life which was contained in Him, by 
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pouring forth His holy blood, the supporter of His 
life, and this voluntarily, since none could take His 
life from Him."* The obedience of Christ during 
His life here would not have been perfect had it 
not been " obedience unto death." Therefore it is 
that we are said to be justified by His blood. As 
St Paul tells us, in Heb. ix. 14, "Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without 
spot to God." Here was the climax of a life of 
perfect obedience. If Jesus had stopped short of 
this, if He had cried, " O my Father, let this cup 
pass from me," and never added, "nevertheless, 
not my will, but thine be done," however perfect 
His life up to that point. His obedience would have 
never availed for our salvation. It must be obedi- 
ence unto death. Then only could Jesus say, "I 
have finished the work which thou gavest me to 
do." (John xvii. 4.) As, therefore, ever since He 
came into the world He had been offering up Him- 
self without spot to God, so did He consummate 
all by the sacrifice of His life. And so it comes to 
pass that we are justified by His blood, because it 
was the yielding up of His life which proved in- 
contestably that Christ gave Himself for us "an 
offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling 
savour." (Eph. v. 2.) 

Now justification may be regarded as fourfold in 
its aspects. We are justified : 

* Olshausen, Commentary on Romans^ p. 155. 
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1. By grace, on God*s part. 

2. Through the blood of Christ, as the ground 
of our acceptance. 

3. By faith : — to the conscience. 

4. By works : — before man. 

1. All originated in the grace of God. It was 
His free favour which planned the way of justi- 
fication. So we read in Rom. iii. 24: "Being 
justified freely by His grace." 

2. The whole line of Scripture argument has 
proved that the blood of Christ is the only ground 
of our acceptance with God. 

3. But faith must appropriate the blessing. So 
the believer makes use of the well-known language 
of Rom. V. I : " Being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

4. The proof that we are justified by works, as 
an evidence to man, is given in James ii. 14-26. 
And specially in verse 18, where the apostle ex- 
claims, " I will shew thee my faith by my works." 
Life must be exhibited. A man may be very 
happy in his own mind on account of his ac- 
ceptance before God ; but how are his fellow-men 
to know it without evidence.^ And so, because 
" faith without works is dead," " by works a man is 
justified, and not by faith only." 

Then comes the practical question — Have you 
this justification } St. Paul said at Antioch, in 
Pisidia, " By Him all that belia^e are justified from 
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all things/* (Acts xiii. 39.) This, therefore, is the 
only question for you : Do I believe it ? If so, the 
blessing is mine ; I am justified. You may urge, 
" I am so cold, and have so little love ! " These 
things are not qualifications, they are fruits of the 
Spirit which appear after you are justified. The 
word of God says, ''All that believed But you 
insist, " I do not pray as fervently as I ought." The 
word of God says, ''All tfiat believed You per- 
severe in declaring, " I have not a particle of right 
feeling towards God." His word says, "All that 
believer The only question for you now is, Do 
you believe the record which God has given of His 
Son } (i John v. 10.) The moment you are most 
conscious of your utter inability to think, or feel, or 
pray, or love aright, then God is ready to call you 
spotless, then does He utter those words of won- 
drous condescension : " Thou art all fair, my love ; 
there is no spot in thee." (Sol. Song iv. 7.) Why } 
Because you are accepted — not for what you are in 
yourself, but — in the Beloved. (Eph. i. 6.) The 
reason why so many persons continue for a long 
time in a state of indecision, and without a know- 
ledge of their acceptance with God, is because they 
will not look to God's own word, but trust to their 
own feelings. Be persuaded, dear seeking souls, to 
rest on the naked word of an unchangeable God. 
What He has offered you, and confirmed by an 
oath, He can never set aside. 
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Look at the argument in these three verses of 
the fifth of Romans, the 8th, 9th, and loth. 

" But God commendeth His love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

"Much more then, being now justified by His 
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 

" For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled 
to God by the death of His Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life." 

Notice the three links in this passage : 

1. Reconciled, in the past. 

2. Justified, in the present. 

3. Saved, in the future. 
This, with regard to the time. 

With respect to our position and feelings : 

1. Reconciled, "when we were enemies," "while 
we were yet sinners." 

2. " Now justified," " we have peace with God," 
and "joy in God." (;w. 9, i, and 10.) 

3. "We shall be saved from wrath through 
Him." 

How are these blessings secured to us } 

1. "We were reconciled to God by the death of 
His Son." 

2. We are " now justified by His blood." 

3. "We shall be saved through His life." 

The first two are perfect. Nothing can be added 
to them. The sinner is perfectly reconciled to God, 
and the believer is perfectly justified. But the 
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saint is not entirely saved yet, because he is not 
wholly delivered from the dominion of sin, and 
presented spotless in the presence of God. And 
in this sense his salvation depends on the life which 
Christ lives now at the right hand of the Father. 
But His life can never be interrupted. Our life is, 
therefore, as enduring as His ; for He has said, 
" Because I live, ye shall live also." Above all, fix 
your attention on the present blessing in all its 
fulness. " Now justified." You say it is too much 
to expect that I can be pronounced righteous now; 
perhaps when I am dying I may hope to obtain it 
But St. Paul says, " Even now justified." What a 
present, what a rich, what a full, what an immediate 
blessing it is ! 

Notice the splendid argument in the tenth of 
Hebrews, culminating in the fourteenth verse : 
"For by one offering He hath perfected for ever 
them that are sanctified ; " or, according to some 
translators, " them for whom atonement was made," 
The Old Testament saints were not made perfect, 
because they knew little of the virtue of this 
precious blood ; but when you are once purged 
thereby, you will have no more conscience of sins. 
You are perfected for ever by the one offering of 
Christ once offered. And if any fresh weight 
comes upon your conscience, as you are daily filled 
by the joy of this wondrous truth, you look again 
and again to the one offering of the cleansing 
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blood, and thus you are kept as perfect as when 
the heavenly light first streamed in on your soul in 
all its beauty. This truth, whenever it is appro- 
priated, will give peace to every storm-tossed soul 
immediately they realize that, as respects their 
standing before God, they are perfect for ever. 

We have also three links in God*s chain of mercy 
brought before us in Romans viii. 30 : " Whom He 
called, them He also justified : and whom He 
justified, them He also glorified." The links are : 
called, justified, glorified ; and the three are never 
separated. Have any of you been effectually 
called by the power of God's Spirit.? Then you 
are justified. Are you justified } Then, in the 
purpose of God, you are glorified already. As 
surely as Christ calls He justifies, and as certainly 
as He justifies He glorifies. "Whom He justified, 
them He also glorified." It is impossible, there- 
fore, for any one to be a child of God to-day and a 
child of the devil to-morrow. Every child of God 
is an heir of God and a joint-heir with Christ. 
Then let us adopt the triumphant words of the 
apostle in Rom. viii. 33 : " Who shall lay anything 
to the charge of God's elect } It is God that justi- 
fieth." Neither Satan, nor your enemies, nor your 
friends, can lay anything to your charge. It is God 
who justifies you; and who dare put a single speck 
on the spotless character which He has given you.? 
You are pronounced righteous, not before man, but 
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before God ; and you are pronounced righteous, 
not by man, but by God. You, therefore, occupy 
the surest position in earth or heaven ; nay, the 
only safe position which can be found. Your Judge 
is Christ who died, yea rather, that is risen again, 
who also maketh intercession for you. The God 
who has done so much for you in the past will do 
far more for you in the future, and He has pledged 
Himself to this. For if Christ died for us when 
we were sinners, ^^much more, being now justified 
by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through Him." 

There is, therefore, every encouragement to in- 
duce each poor careless sinner to accept the bless- 
ing, and abundant food to strengthen and build up 
every hungering child of God. " We are more than 
conquerors through Him that loved us." 





CHAPTER V. 

J^anctlGcation. 

"That He might sanctify the people with His own blood." 

Heb. xiii. 12. 

|F any of you has a son, he belongs to you ; 
in infancy he is always with you ; you pro- 
vide him with all that is needful ; you send 
him to school and receive him when he returns. 
You would think it very strange if it was supposed 
that he belonged to any one else. Even when he 
has grown to be older, you expect him to treat you 
with affection and reverence, to seek your counsel 
and to be guided thereby. This is indeed fre- 
quently the case with the children of earthly 
parents. "A son honoureth his father." (Malachi i. 
6.) Even " the ox knoweth his owner." (Isa. i. 3.) 
But how is it with you who read these words } By 
right you belong to your heavenly Father. He 
created you; He has sustained you all your life 
long. You hang upon Him from moment to 
moment, and when His fiat goes forth you will 
cease to exist. You may be sure, therefore, that if 
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you belong to any one else, he is an usurper, and 
has no right to you. What then is the truth ? Can 
it be said that you really live as if you belonged 
to . your heavenly Father ? You read in Psalm 
cxlv. 10, II, "Thy saints shall bless thee; they shall 
speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy 
power." Is it true of you all the week that you talk 
of His name and speak of His kingdom and His 
power ? Rather, is it not the one topic studiously 
left out in all your conversation ? Notwithstanding, 
it is your Father's one desire that you should belong 
to Him J He wishes you to be set apart for Him- 
self; and this is the meaning of the word sanctify. 
To be set apart for God and to be made holy are 
identical. This was one of the objects for which 
Christ died, as stated in Heb. xiii. 12 : "Jesus also, 
that He might sanctify the people with His own 
blood, suffered without the gate." Now the Greek 
word translated " sanctify " is used in the Hebrews 
in a very wide sense. We may follow many com- 
mentators in rendering it " to ransom for Himself" 
Almost all the ideas embodied in the word are 
thus expressed. It v^as the purpose of Christ " to 
ransom the people to Himself with His own blood." 
He has a twofold purpose, and He will not rest till 
both are carried out. The first part of His purpose 
was to give Himself for you, and the next part of 
His purpose was to purchase you for Himself. It is 
His purpose still ; He yearns to accomplish it. For 
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you He intercedes before the throne of grace. "For 
Zion's sake He will not hold His peace, and for 
Jerusalem's sake He will not rest, until the 
righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and 
the salvation thereof as a lamp that bumeth." (Isa. 
Ixii. I.) And what He intends for Jerusalem and 
for Zion, He means for all His people. Jesus will 
not rest till His whole Church shines with the 
brightness of His own glory. 

Let us inquire further, what sanctification is, 
whence it is derived, and how it is to be appropri- 
ated. 

I. Sanctification is to be the Lord's. His com- 
mand to you is, "Thou shalt abide /^r ;«^." (Hosea 
iii. 3.) This is illustrated by Eph. v. 25, 26, 2^ ; 
" Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself for it ; 
that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word, that He might 
present it to Himself a glorious Church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish." How clearly 
is it stated here that Christ gave Himself for His 
Church to purchase it for mid present it to Himself, 
Here Alford, EUicott, and others translate, " That 
He might Himself present to Himself the Church 
in glorious beauty." " All things " were not only 
"created by Him," but ''for Himr (Col. i. 16.) 
And it is His intention that His Church shall be 
so occupied with Himself, and so transported with 
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His image in His word, that by degrees every spot 
shall be cleansed away, every blemish removed, 
and thus the Church, which was mdide for Christy 
shall be made like Christ This is also proved by 
I Peter i. 15, 16. "As He which hath called you 
is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversa- 
tion ; because it is written, Be ye holy ; for I am 
holy." Whoever is set apart for God will be a 
holy man, a holy woman, or a holy child. If this 
is true of you, you will no longer think your own 
thoughts, nor speak your own words, nor find your 
own pleasure. You will be able to say with St. 
Paul, in Gal. ii. 20, " I am [rather, I was] crucified 
with Christ : nevertheless I live ; yet not I, but 
Christ livetb in me : and the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave Himself for me.*' Every 
spiritual blessing begins at the cross of Christ, and 
so Jesus sanctifies His people by His own blood. 
Sanctification is therefore the fifth blessing in the 
sevenfold chain of mercy, and all have their centre 
in the blood, because Christ's death is the birth of 
all believers, and the source whence their spiritual 
life is supplied. You cannot look forward to your 
Saviour's return with joy unless His blood is being 
continually sprinkled upon you. The unchange- 
ableness of His promise to make His people holy 
is brought before us in i John i. 9 : " If we con- 
fess our sins. He is faithful and just to forgive us 
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our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness." We first need forgiveness, and God is not 
only merciful and kind, but faithful and just, to 
forgive us our sins, on our confession of them, for 
being believers we have faith already. Th^ next 
grace we need is cleansing ; for to be cleansed is 
the same, as to be sanctified. And God is quite as 
faithful and just to cleanse us as He is to forgave 
us, and that not from a few sins only, but " from all 
unrighteousness." Therefore if any of us are still 
spotted by the world, or defiled by the way, it is 
because we have never come to Him who is faith- 
ful and just to cleanse us from all unrighteousness, 
or because we do not come sufficiently often. 

To be sanctified is to be set apart for God, to 
live for Christ, to be cleansed from the power and 
love of sin, to have each spot washed away as it 
rises into sight, and thus to be made holy, and like 
Christ. 

The same truth is brought before us in Rev. i. 5 : 
" Unto Him that loved us, and washed us [or freed 
us] from our sins in His own blood .... be glory 
and dominion for ever." Christ purposes to grant 
us a complete washing from the guilt, and an entire 
deliverance from the power of our sins. 

II. We are next disposed to ask, Is this possible ? 
If so, how is it to be obtained } How is it secured 
to us ? It is laid up for us in Christ alone, as we 
see in i Cor. i. 30, which may be thus translated : 
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" But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God 
is made unto us wisdom, even righteousness, 
and sanctification, and redemption." Sanctification 
therefore is here treated as the second link in the 
divine chain of wisdom^ which is the principal 
topic of this and the succeeding chapter. In God's 
wisdom, He first provided us with a righteousness, 
and next with a sanctification, or a way of being 
made holy, and both by Christ Jesus alone. 

Now this gift is secured to us in two ways : 

First. Through the efficacy of the blood of 
Christ. 

Secondly. By the power of the life of Christ. 

We have already had two distinct Scripture 
proofs that sanctification proceeds from the virtue 
of the blood of Jesus. We find a third in Heb. 
X. 29 : " The blood of the covenant, wherewith he 
was sanctified." So sanctification is in the co- 
venant, as well as justification. Indeed, there is a 
virtue in the blood of Christ's covenant which 
" sends forth Zion's prisoners out of the pit wherein 
is no water," as is expressly declared in Zechariah 
ix. 1 1. It has a purifying efficacy, which was taught 
of old, in "the law of the leper in the day of his 
cleansing," as you will see from Leviticus xiv. 14 : 
" And the priest shall take some of the blood of 
the trespass-offering, and the priest shall put it 
upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to be 
cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, 
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and upon the great toe of his right foot." Are 
you a leper spotted by sin ? We are all lepers by 
nature. Not even the youngest child can say. 
There is no spot in me. If so, then you need to 
come to the Priest that you may be cleansed, and 
that Priest is Christ. Come to Him to have His 
blood sprinkled on your ear; for tnough in the 
Bible the tongue is spoken of as an unruly mem- 
ber, it is through the ear that the evil enters which 
the tongue utters, either through the natural ear, or 
the inward ear of the imagination. Therefore 
the right ear must be sprinkled with the blood. 
Christ must open your ear morning by morning to 
listen to His message, and hear His precious word. 
Then the hand is too often engaged in wickedness, 
and it also needs to be sprinkled. When we go 
forward to act, we need to be arrested by a thought 
of the blood that was shed for us. The foot has 
formerly walked in the way of the scornful : no- 
thing but the blood of Christ will draw it into the 
way of holiness, and keep it there. ^ 

Nor were the lepers the only persons who needed 
to be thus sprinkled. Aaron and all his successors 
had to be cleansed by the blood of the ram of 
consecration, before they could be consecrated as 
high priests. All the priests underwent a similar 
preparation. Till then none were fit to sacrifice or 
to offer incense. They were not qualified to bless 
the people, or for any duty priestly or high priestly. 
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(Lev. viii. 22, 23.) How then can we be made 
priests unto God, unless we are washed from our 
sins in Christ's own blood ? The Revelation here 
is the best commentary on Leviticus. It is plain that 
we are not fit to offer unto God any sacrifice of 
prayer or praise, unless we are constantly sprinkled 
with the blood. Do not imagine that your own 
uprightness or your own amiability, your own 
efforts or desires, will be accepted before God, or 
that they will in the smallest degree avail towards 
your salvation or your sanctification. Many still 
cling to something in self for holiness, instead of 
hanging upon Christ alone. If you rest wholly 
on Jesus, and make Him your all in all, not merely 
for pardon, but for life, how safe, how happy, how 
strong you will be. There are many old idols within 
which we have still to discover. It is a striking 
expression which David used in the 36th Psalm, 
and first verse : " The transgression of the wicked 
saith within my hearty that there is no fear of God 
before his eyes." His meaning appears to be, that 
all sin found a responsive affinity within his own 
heart, and that from the tendency to iniquity 
he was conscious of in his own breast, he 
could imagine a man sinking into complete in- 
fidelity and apostasy. This is what we are in 
ourselves. But the Psalmist continues, in the 9th 
verse : " With thee is the fountain of life : in thy 
light shall we see light." We dare not then look at 
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self, or cling to self, in whole or in part. It is only 
by " the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself without spot to God," that 
" our consciences can be purged from dead works 
to serve the living God." (Heb. ix. 14.) Then for- 
sake your dead works, and come under the shelter 
of Him from whose death flows a never-failing 
stream of life. 

There is the closest possible connection between 
justification and sanctification, and this is beautifully 
brought out in i John i. 7 : " If we walk in the light, 
as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin." Now observe that this 
epistle is written to believers. If these words were 
intended for guilty sinners, who were coming to God 
for the first time, they would not be exhorted to walk 
in the light, in order to obtain cleansing, but to look 
to Christ, and believe the testimony God has g^ven 
concerning His Son. But it is written for believers, 
in order to show them that they must walk in the 
light, in order that their sin may be discovered. If 
they walk in the twilight, or in any measure of 
darkness, it is no wonder that they stumble so 
often, and come short of that high and holy standard 
which is set before them ; but if they walk in the 
clear, heart-searching light of God's word they see 
evey spot and blemish, and they cannot rest till 
these are blotted out by the same blood which at 
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once cleanses and obliterates. The blood of Christ 
washes away the guilt of sin as soon as it is owned 
and brought to the light and confessed, and this is 
justification. And then the blood cleanses from 
the love and power of the same sin, and this is 
sanctification. A believer finds himself overtaken 
in a fault, and he cries, " O Saviour, I need a fresh 
appropriation of thy blood to cleanse me from this 
sin ! " Whether it is for the first time or the thou- 
sandth time, we have no other way to look. We 
cry, " Lord, accept me," and we are justified. After 
that we pray, "Lord, cleanse and keep me," and 
thus we are sanctified. Thus aref the Lord's people 
watered every moment, and upheld in those ever- 
lasting arms, which are the only place of real 
safety. 

Another thought we are intended to gather from 
this truth is this : I have the blood-mark on all my 
members ; I belong to the King of kings. I look 
down and see the blood-mark on my hand, and I 
say, these hands are not my own : " Other lords 
beside thee have had dominion over me : but by 
thee only will I make mention of thy name." (Isa. 
xxvi. 1 3.) By this token you have enlisted under 
the true Captain's banner, and you delight to serve 
Him who has set His stamp upon you. 

2. We are also sanctified by the power of Christ's 
life. This is brought before us in Rom. v. 10 : " If, 
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
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by the death of His Son, much more, being recon- 
ciled, we shall be saved by His life." Thank God, 
It is two thousand years ago since we were recon- 
ciled to God ; but our sanctification, or complete 
salvation, depends on the risen life of the glorified 
Saviour. All do not know they have been recon- 
ciled to God, but as many as have discovered it 
by divine teaching are being saved by the life of 
Christ. Have you indeed been buried with Christ } 
Then sin has lost its power over you. Are you 
risen with Christ.? Then you have the power to 
walk in newness of life. There is a link between 
the weakest believer and the Brother who lives for 
him at God's right hand. Christ lives two lives: 
the one in His glorified humanity at the right hand 
of the Father ; and the other, by the power of His 
Spirit, in the hearts of all His people. Each of 
them can truly say, " I live, yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me." Thus I am kept by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation, (i Peter i. 5.) 
The basis of my sanctification is the blood of 
Christ, but the power of it is the life of Christ I 
am one with Him in His death, and one with Him 
in His resurrection. 

HI. And then the all-important enquiry rises, 
How is this blessing of sanctification to be appro- 
priated } 

First. By the word of God as the element. 

Secondly. By faith as the means. 
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Our Lord prayed for His people: "Sanctify 
them through thy truth : thy word is truth." How 
can we know anything of Christ except through 
His word ? and how can we feed on Him in any 
other way? The Word is the only means of 
obtaining life at the first, and it is the only way 
whereby that life can be sustained. A sense of 
pardon is had only through the Word, and holiness 
is imparted in exactly the same way. 

Why do you come to God's house Sunday by 
Sunday ? Is it not to be refreshed and sanctified 
by the Word ? Why do you read the Bible morn- 
ing by morning ? Is it not in order that you may 
have your spiritual life sustained, and that you may 
be made strong to resist temptation ? In fact, you 
come to God's word to be made holy. And /ww do 
you read it } Like a chapter in a history } If so, 
that will not sanctify you ; you must appropriate 
all you read ; you must draw lessons, if possible, 
from every verse; you must take it to yourself, and 
say, " This is for me." This reminds us again of Eph. 
V. 26, where the word of God is evidently compared 
to the washing of water. The very means whereby 
the spots, and wrinkles, and blemishes are removed 
is by the application of the cleansing property of 
the word of God ; and when this process has been 
continued until the believer reaches that world 
where faith is lost in sight, then he becomes a 
glorious member of a spotless church. It is in 
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exact conformity with this that our Lord said to 
His eleven disciples on the night before His 
passion, just after He had washed their feet with 
water, " Ye are clean ; " and again, after Judas had 
gone out, "Now ye are clean through tJte Word 
which I have spoken unto you." (John xiii. lO, and 
XV. 3.) It is the Word that gives light and reveals 
sin ; it is the Word that tells us of the blood ; it is 
the Word that assures of forgiveness ; and it is the 
Word that points out to us how holiness is to be 
had, and thus is the means of imparting it to the 
believer. 

To the believer ; for everything depends on that 
Word being believed and acted on. Sometimes 
this faith is compared to seeing, as in John vi. 40 : 
"This is the will of Him that sent me, that every 
one which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, 
may have everlasting life." You may have been 
walking in the world, and even listening to God*s 
word, without seeing Jesus in either; but if you see 
Him to-day you will have everlasting life, and you 
will become a true child of God. Most people 
walk about the world blind : they see not the most 
worthy object in the universe. But as soon as they 
see Jesus with the eye of faith, they will say: 
" He died for me, and He lives for me now ; and as 
His love for me is so intense, henceforth I will live 
for Him only." 

Now you want the same faith in larger measure. 
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You must not be slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken; but you must appro- 
priate every one of the exceeding great and precious 
promises which you find embedded like jewels in 
every page of God's word. We read in Col. ii. 6, 7 : 
"As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so walk ye in Him : rooted and built up in 
Him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been 
taught." How did you receive Christ ? Was it not 
by faith ? Did you not venture your all on Him 
wholly ? Did you not give up all your own works, 
and say, " Lord, I have been trying, trying, trying, 
but all in vain ; I will now simply trust Thee for 
pardon ".^ And why not trust Him for holiness too? 
Once more say, " Lord, I have long been trying, and 
have made no progress ; now I will trust thee only 
for holiness and strength." How did Enoch obtain 
that remarkable testimony that he pleased God } 
By faith. He lived by faith, and " by faith he was 
translated that he should not see death." (Heb. xi. 
5.) Faith wrought with his works, and by works 
was faith made perfect. (James ii. 22.) All the Old 
Testament victories were obtained by faith. Notice 
especially the thirty-third verse of the eleventh of 
Hebrews. Not only did the warriors and prophets 
"through faith subdue kingdoms,"but they "wrought 
righteousness." This is very different from having 
righteousness imputed to them. After life is given 
to me I must go on living, and unless Christ lives 



88 SEVENFOLD BLESSING. 

in me I can never work righteousness ; and Christ 
lives in us by faith. If we are to subdue king- 
doms, it must be by the life of faith ; and if we are 
to work righteousness, it must be by the same life 
of faith. If Satan and his power is to be over- 
come, it must be by simply trusting God. "The 
Lord your God shall fight for you, and ye shall 
hold your peace." It is simply a matter of trusting 
from the beginning to the end. If you long to be 
holy, and if you want to prevail over your spiritual 
enemies, just hand the matter over to Jesus, who 
died to purchase your ransom, and who lives to 
bear you on His shoulders. Trust Him moment 
by moment, and " He who has begun a good work 
in you will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ." (Phil. i. 6.) When you wash your body 
you remove from it every spot. It is Christ's pur- 
pose to remove all the spots that are discernible on 
His people day by day and moment by moment, 
so that at last it will be as true of imparted holi- 
ness as it now is of imputed holiness : " Thou art 
all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee." (Sol. 
Song iv. 7.) Jesus has ascended on high for this 
very purpose, that He may cleanse His church by 
the power of His resurrection life. 

According to the imagery of the book of Reve- 
lation, a white robe is given to every believer on 
first closing with the offer of salvation. This robe 
has to be kept white, and not defiled by spots of 
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Sin. Surely this means that sin, as soon as it is 
discovered in or on the believer, has to be confessed, 
and brought to the blood of Christ. Thus the robe 
is kept as white as it was when first received. And 
such as do not defile their garments here shall here- 
after walk with Christ in white ; only the heavenly 
whiteness will be infinitely brighter than ever it 
appeared on earth, and there will be no possibility 
of its contracting fresh stains. Moreover, the white- 
ness of the wedding garment now worn by earthly 
disciples is only visible to the eye of faith, whereas 
the heavenly colour will be discernible to all those 
who, like their fellow-saints, partake of the glory. 
Solomon's advice exactly tallies with the New 
Testament precepts regarding holiness : " Let thy 
garments be always white; and let thy head lack 
no ointment." (Eccles. ix. 8.) And the continual 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus will make and 
keep your garments always white, so that you may 
be ever ready for the coming of the Bridegroom. 

What a pathos and preciousness there is in the 
words: "That He might sanctify the people with 
His own blood." There was no other blood which 
had any virtue to purge the conscience or purify 
the heart. It is repeated in St. John's doxology in 
Rev. i. 5 : " Unto Him that loved us, and washed 
us from our sins in His own bloods Christ gives 
us His best ; it is all His own ; and He gives it that 
we may in turn yield Him our own, our best. If 



9t> SEVESFOLD BLESSIXG. 

He gives what cost Him so miKJi — His life-blood, 
let us yield Him what is of equal value to us — our 
life. This must be our continual sacrifice, freely 
and gladly rendered unto Him. And we know 
from the same ch^^ter in the epistle to the 
Hebrews (xiiL 20, 21), that ''the blood of the 
everlasting covenant " is the very pledge that our 
service is accepted ; yea, it is the very means iriiere- 
by "the God of peace" will "make you perfect in 
eveiy good work to do His will, working in you 
that which is well-pleasing in His sight, through 
Jesus Christ" 

** 'Sow, little children, aitide in Him ; that, when 
He shall appear, we may have confidence, and not 
be ashamed before Him at His coming." (i John 
il 28,) No longer carry about with you any blots 
or blemishes, which the blood of the Lamb can 
wash out Do not give way to slumber or sleep, 
so that when the Master comes He may find you 
with your lamps trimmed and burning, and well 
supplied with oil ; and thus you will be able to say, 
** Lo, this is our God ; we have waited for Him, we 
will be glad and rejoice in His salvation." (Isa. 
XXV. 9,) 
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But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made 
nigh by the blood of Christ." — £pA, ii. 13. 



HY is it that the drunkard continues to 
wallow in his sin, to deface God's image in 
him, and to degrade himself below the 
beasts that perish ? Why is it that the swearer 
pours forth a volley of curses on himself and his 
companions ? The answer is, Because they are far 
from God. Why is it that those who dwell in the 
regions of eternal snow endure such intensity of 
cold ? Because they are so far from the direct rays 
of the sun. In those dreary spots they have nine 
months of complete darkness ; but if the sun were 
to shine over their heads with its direct beams, very 
soon the compact masses of snow would melt away, 
and all the frost would disappear. It takes a long 
time to melt such an iceberg as that which struck 
the Arizona^ startling into seriousness the passen- 
gers who had previously never thought of God, and 
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causing the most careless to unite in a thanksgiving 
to God for their deliverance, as soon as they landed 
at St. Johns. But a tropical sun will soon melt 
every iceberg ; so when the bright beams of the 
Sun of righteousness shine down on any man, how- 
ever dark and cold he may be, living on in wilful- 
ness and sin, that moment he is brought near to 
God, and becomes a new creature in Christ Jesus. 

It has been well said by Dr. Saphir, "Who can 
measure the distance between the prodigal in the 
far country and his Father's house } And yet that 
great gulf, which no man can measure, is described 
by one short but terrible syllable — sin." 

What had been the condition of the people at 
Ephesus to whom St. Paul wrote } We have it in 
the twelfth verse : " At that time ye were without 
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, 
having no hope, and without God in the world." 
" But now," the apostle could add, " in Christ Jesus 
ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by 
the blood of Christ." Does not the previous verse 
describe the condition of some who read these 
words } You may say, " I am not a drunkard, nor 
a swearer, nor an openly ungodly man," but still 
you may be '^without Christ,*' In spite of all your 
prayers, you may be dead. In spite of all your 
reading God's word and your attendance at His 
house, you may be a stranger to the covenant of 
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promise. No more terrible condition can be con- 
ceived than to be without Christ ; all such are far 
off from God. They have no right to draw nigh 
to Him, and so they have no peace, no life, and no 
hope. If this be your state, there is a great gulf 
between you and God, which has never been 
bridged over. There is only one bridge, and that 
is the blood of Christ. Those who have crossed by 
that bridge have great privileges. They can say, 
"Once I was far off, but I have been made nigh by 
the blood of Christ." If this be so with you, you 
can enter into the meaning of those beautiful words 
in Heb. x. 19-20, "Having therefore, brethren, 
boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of 
Jesus, by a new and living way, which He hath con- 
secrated for us, through the veil, that is to say. His 
flesh." If you have been made nigh to God by the 
blood of Christ, you are not only permitted to draw 
near to God, but you also have boldness to enter 
into the holiest, and you can there worship and 
magnify the name of the Lord. Nearness or 
access to God is therefore the sixth blessing 
obtained through the blood of God's dear Son. 
The verses just quoted indicate the great contrast 
that existed between the position of Old Testament 
worshippers, and the privileges the people of God 
now enjoy. The best men in former days were 
conscious of a cloud that came between them and 
God, typified by the cloud which hovered over tjie 
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tabernacle. They dared not enter into the holiest 
of all. None could venture within the sacred veil 
but the high priest, and he only once a year, and 
that not without blood. That veil of blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, proclaimed, "You 
cannot draw near to the glory ; you cannot even 
see it." And so the whole multitude of worshippers 
had to wait without the temple till the priest came 
forth to bless them. This was the condition of all 
the Church of the old covenant. They were 
waiting for the blessing. At times they obtained 
brief but ravishing glimpses of the glory of God. 
Yet " they received not the promise." (Heb. xi. 39.) 
They knew there was a way of salvation, but what 
it was had not been distinctly revealed. " The way 
into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest." 
But now the veil has been rent. The better hope 
has come, whereby we draw nigh unto God. (Heb. 
vii. 19.) 

The passage in the second of Ephesians shows 
us the standing before God of those who were once 
practical heathens. They were once far off, because 
they were estranged by their sins. Now they are made 
nigh, and have access to the Father. They have a 
right to appear in the presence of God. The 
words in the tenth of Hebrews exhibit the differ- 
ence between one who is under the law and a man 
who has received the gospel. Before, he was wait- 
ing, longing, expecting; now he has entered into 
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possession. He had doubts before; he has bold- 
ness now. He hovered about the door before ; he 
is encouraged to draw near now. He could not 
believe all that the prophets had spoken before ; 
he has full assurance of faith now. 

Are you, then, one who has closed your ear to 
the voice of God, and closed your eye against the 
glory of Christ } How you will rejoice to be made 
nigh, to be no more treated as a stranger, but as a 
friend ; to be restored to your Father's house, with 
bread enough and to spare, and with Christ for your 
own Saviour and King ! 

And if you have been trembling and fearing, 
eagerly desiring to know if the full blessing can be 
yours, earnestly longing to see God, to win Christ, 
iand to be filled with the Holy Ghost, how precious, 
how welcome the news that you can enter into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus ; that you can draw 
near, and ask for all you need with the certainty 
that you shall receive ! 

It is of great importance to inquire how we can 
obtain this blessing of access to God, what this 
wondrous position is, and what are its privileges. 

I. How can a poor sinner draw nigh to God.? 
Even if such an one has a strong desire to return 
to his Father, how can he approach the Eternal, 
whose eyes flash like lightning, and whose voice is 
heard in the thunder; before whom Sinai's rocks 
melted, and the everlasting mountains bowed ; 
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who dwelleth in the light which no man can ap> 
proach unto, whose very feet seem to bum in a 
furnace, and whose throne is like the fier^- flame ? 
How can he bear to listen to that voice, wiiich is 
like the roar of many waters, which shall penetrate 
the darkest recesses of earth, and the silent caves 
of ocean, ahd compel the kings, and the great men, 
and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the 
mighty men, and every bondman, and every free 
man, to hide themselves in the dens and in the 
rocks of the mountains, as they cry, " Fall on us, 
and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb"? 

Oh, how can you gaze upon that God who is of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity ? how can you, 
Htaincd with guilt and loaded with transgression, 
approach an infinitely holy God, that God who has 
declared that the soul that sinneth it shall die, and 
who has pronounced a curse upon him who is 
guilty of a single sin ? 

Tears cannot bring you nigh ; repentance can- 
not give you access ; no resolutions of yours can 
bridge the distance between you and your Judge. 
The best feelings give you no right to draw near. 
All these proceed from man ; they all issue from 
self, which is the fountain of sin, corruption, and 
failure. You need what is Divine to bring you 
nigh. None but God Himself can give you access 
to His own presence, or permit you to be a 
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worshipper in His temple; and, with all sacredness 
let it be said, even He could not do it except by the 
shedding of the blood of His Son. Well may we 
thank and praise the Lord, that what could not be 
done by any works of ours has been brought about 
by the blood of Jesus, as both our texts show. The 
word translated "new," in Heb. x. 20, means 
strictly " freshly slain." The road by which we are 
invited to approach is a freshly-slain, yet a living, 
way. The virtue of the blood is just as fresh as if 
it had been shed to-day. It is a living and life- 
giving way. There is life in the sprinkling of that 
blood, and therefore there must be life in the 
blood. Millions of sinners have been brought 
nigh to God by this road. Adam, and Abel, and 
Enoch obtained access through the efficacy of this 
blood. Abraham and David were sprinkled thereby. 
All who have ever stood before God entered by 
the same gate ; all whose prayers and praises have 
ever been accepted have presented them with the 
same plea. Through the blood-stained portals 
multitudes are now entering who were once banished 
by sin, and all unite in singing the same hallelujah 
chorus, " Unto Him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in His own blood, to Him be glory 
and dominion for ever." There is an open door 
inviting every one of you to draw near. Through 
the blood of Christ you too may enter, and have 
access to God. 

G 
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II. Let us look at this position : Nigfa unto God. 
It was for this that the Saviour prayed : " Father, 
I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be 
with me where I am." (John xviL 24.) With me 
where I am. What a thought is this, to be with 
Jesus where He is. The moment you come to 
Christ by faith, and are united to Him, immediately 
you are with Him where He is by faith, and in due 
time you shall be with Him where He is in blessed 
reality. We may, therefore, well ask, with Dr. 
Saphir, " Where am I .^ I am already in heaven. 
In heaven is my righteousness, my hope, my refuge, 
my trust. Christ is no longer here. The Saviour 
who came to save the lost sheep is ascended into 
heaven. Hence there is no other place for me 
but heaven itself Everywhere else I see only 
sin and condemnation. Where can I approach 
God without a Mediator, without the blood, without 
the High Priest ? But the blood of Jesus, the 
Mediator of the new covenant, is in heaven itself. 
Then I must also pray and worship there."* 

Where are you now, if you have been brought 
nigh unto God } 

I. In a position of security. Nigh unto God, 
you are perfectly safe. The wild waves of trouble 
may toss, and the storms of temptation may blow 
all round your refuge, but you are eternally safe. 
You shall never be moved. He that touches you, 

♦ Saphir, Lectures on the Epistle to the Hebrews^ vol. ii. p. 140. 
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touches God ; for you are dear to Him a^ the apple 
of His eye. Just as it was in that dreadful night 
when the destroying angel passed over Egypt, all 
who dwelt within the doors sprinkled with the 
blood of the Passover Lamb were safe, though ten 
thousand fell on every side of them, so shall it be 
with you. Having been brought near to God by 
the blood of the Lamb, you are safe for eternity. 

2. It is a position of holiness. Some of those 
who are now brought nigh to God were once revel- 
ling in the depths of iniquity. How greatly they are 
changed now. They have heard the word, " Be ye 
holy, for I am holy," and with the command has 
been granted the power. Many who read these 
words can testify that they know they have passed 
from death unto life. Once your thoughts were 
vain thoughts, and your words foolish words. Now 
that you are brought near to God, though all the 
evil of your sinful heart is not cast out, yet you 
know something of the meaning of the words, " If 
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature : old 
things are passed away ; behold, all things are be- 
come new." (2 Cor. v. 17.) It is well for us to 
examine ourselves on such a verse as this from 
time to time, and to ask, Is this true of me } In 
some measure old things have passed away with 
the youngest believer, but how few even of those 
who desire to be thoroughly holy can say, ''All 
things are become new." 
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3. It is a position of dignity. It is esteemed a 
great privilege to be introduced to the nobles of 
the land, and a far greater honour to be brought into 
the presence of royalty. How infinitely higher an 
honour it is to be introduced into the presence of 
God — to be brought into intimate fellowship with 
Him who sits on the throne of His glory, and will 
come hereafter to judge the world. It is strange that 
such unworthy creatures, who had thrown off the 
allegiance they owed to their Creator, should be 
admitted to so honourable a position. We read, in 
Esther i. 14, of "the seven princes of Persia and 
Media, which saw the king's face, and which sat 
the first in the kingdom." In like manner it is our 
high privilege to see our King's face; and all whom 
He makes princes will be next unto Him in dignity 
and authority. 

4. It is a position of power. Those who are 
brought near the King share His power. The 
soldier who is close to his captain forgets his fears, 
and fights with new courage ; yet he cannot be 
sure that he is safe. His captain may lose the 
battle, or be killed, and he may be unable to pro- 
tect the soldiers whom he commands. But the 
Captain of our salvation never lost a battle, and 
never will. With Him to fight for us, and in us, we 
need not fear. We are near Christ, for we are 
citizens of heaven ; and He is near us, for He 
dwells in us by His Spirit. So the power we 
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obtain from Him is so great, that thereby we can 
defy all our foes. 

5. It is a position of happiness. Once you hated 
heavenly things, and had no pleasure in them. 
Now you can say with the bride in the Song of 
Solomon (chap. ii. 3), "I sat down under His 
shadow with great delight, and His fruit was sweet 
to my taste." Nearness to Christ has given you 
this great joy. This happiness you had from com- 
munion with Him. Now you would not give up 
what you possess of Christ for all the world can 
offer. Mary's place at the feet of Jesus is to you 
a happy spot. As you gaze into His face, and 
drink in His words, you feel a gladness to which 
the world is a stranger. 

But some of you still delight in your own 
devices, and take pleasure in things below. Can 
you say that they ever gave you any real satisfac- 
tion } If you are living for the things of time, you 
have a secret pang at your heart. You are con- 
strained to say, " I wish I had complete peace, true 
joy, and real rest ; but I have not found them yet" 
You cannot find happiness as long as you are with- 
out Christ, and far from God. There is still a 
great chasm between you and God. Though you 
come to God*s house Sabbath after Sabbath, you 
never cross the gulf. Oh, come near to God if you 
want true joy! The Lord earnestly desires that 
His disciples' joy should be full, as He said twice 
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over on the night before His passion. (John xv. 1 1 ; 
xvL 24.) 

6. It is a position of inheritance. This is the 
link between the present and the future : " If 
children, then heirs ; heirs of God, and joint-heirs 
with Christ" (Rom. viii. 17.) All the children of 
God will certainly inherit a property far exceeding 
the grandest and most beautiful estate here. You 
may sometimes be disposed to covet a property in 
Scotland, consisting of a hundred miles of exqui- 
site scenery, in which mountains rear their lofty 
heads, rivers sparkle and roar, and lakes reflect the 
loveliness of dell and crag ; but your inheritance 
in heaven is far more highly to be prized. And all 
who have been made nigh to God have a right to 
this already. They are seated together with Christ 
in heavenly places, and all that is His is theirs. 

All these blessings you have by right now, and 
you shall have them by possession hereafter. All 
will be more wonderfully true, because more per- 
fectly realized, when the marriage supper of the 
Lamb begins. The safety, holiness, honour, power, 
and happiness you will then receive will far 
transcend your highest imagination, because you 
will have entered upon your inheritance. You will 
fully understand then what David meant when he 
said, " I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy 
likeness." (Ps. xvii. 15.) 

You have, therefore, every encouragement to 
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approach God. Why should any remain at a 
distance, when the gate is open, and the King sits 
upon His royal throne in the royal house, over 
against the gate of the house ? (Esther v. i.) If 
you have hitherto lived far off, now draw near with 
a true heart in full assurance of faith. No long 
journey is needed. Immediately you turn round, 
and gaze into your Father*s face with an infants* 
trust, the gulf which, seemed impassable is 
traversed ; you who were far off are made nigh to 
God, and you are already at home in your Father's 
house. You will then be able to appreciate the 
beautiful words of the hymn : 

" So nigh, so very nigh to God, 
I cannot nearer be ; 
For in the person of His Son 
I am as near as He. 

" So dear, so very dear to God, « 

More dear I cannot be ; 
The love wherewith He loves His Son, 
Such is His love to me." 

III. Let us glance at the privileges this position 
of access to God confers. 

I. You are able to offer to God prayer when you 
are brought nigh to Him. Formerly, you only 
said your prayers, but you had no heart in them. 
And you went back to the world, for you neither 
desired nor expected what you asked for. Now 
you pour out a full heart before your Father ; you 
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tell Him freely all your sins, all your troubles, and 
all your wants, and you are conscious that you are 
heard and answered. You count it a privilege to 
be allowed to speak to an earthly monarch, and to 
obtain from him a promise of some temporal 
advantage. But it is a far greater privilege to be 
permitted to enter the audience-chamber of the 
King of kings, and to hear Him say, " Ask what 
thou wilt, and it shall be given thee." For He never 
makes a promise which He does not mean to per- 
form, nor offers a gift which He does not desire 
you to accept Remember Saul of Tarsus. In 
the righteousness of the law he was blameless. He 
had been occupied all his life with the outward 
forms of religion. The doors of the synagogue 
were never open but Saul was there. He was 
equally punctilious in the duty of private prayer. 
He was an eminently conscientious and religious 
man ; yet, after he had been struck down on his 
journey to Damascus, it was said of him for the 
first time, "Behold, he prayeth." Has that been said 
of . you } Have you begun to pray ? All these 
blessings connected with access to God are offered 
to you now ; all security, holiness, dignity, power, 
happiness, and a future inheritance. All these you 
will have the moment you are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ. And then the privilege of prayer 
to God will be yours also. 
2. Praise is a still greater privilege. Many are 
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able to pray who seldom, if ever, praise God ; and 
yet praise does not always proceed from really 
thankful hearts. The passengers by the Arizona^ 
who escaped destruction so narrowly when the ship 
struck an iceberg, assembled, soon after their arrival 
at St. Johns, to praise God publicly for His mercy 
in their deliverance. But how long did their thank- 
fulness last ? In the case of many, it is to be 
feared, only for a short time. When the lightning 
struck the barracks at Ramandroog, in India, two 
men were killed on the spot, and all the other 
soldiers were stunned for a considerable period. 
The effect for the time was so great that they left 
off swearing and cursing for three days ; but at the 
end of that time God*s goodness was forgotten, and 
they returned to their evil ways as eagerly as 
before. Praise after a signal deliverance does not 
always arise from hearts drawn near to God. Too 
often it is only like the morning cloud, and the 
early dew which goeth away. 

True praise is felt and expressed by all who can 
say, " He brought me up also out of an horrible 
pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a 
rock, and established my goings." (Psalm xl. 2.) 
The new song is put into the mouth of all 
ransomed sinners, and they cannot help singing it 
Their hearts overflow with gratitude to God for all 
His goodness to them. If you are indulging a 
murmuring spirit, wishing your circumstances and 
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surroundings were different, you do not truly praise 
God, and can hardly be said to be near to Him. 
But if you maintain thankfulness in the midst of 
sorrow, or sickness, or poverty, and rejoice in the 
Lord even when the fig tree does not blossom, and 
the fields yield no meat, then you are living near to 
God, and shall be owned and honoured of Him at 
last. 

Praise is the very atmosphere of heaven. The 
saints sing the new song as they fall down before 
the Lamb, and say, "Thou art worthy to open the 
book, and to loose the seven seals thereof: for 
thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by 
thy blood." The angels say with a loud voice, 
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing;" and every creature 
in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and in 
the sea, re-echoes the chorus. 

3. The last privilege is communion with God. 
We cry with David, " Be not silent unto me, lest if 
thou be silent unto me, I become like them that go 
down into the pit." It is one of the delights of 
friendship to have an interchange of thoughts. 
You do not wish to have all the talking to yourself 
when you are with a friend, but you like to hear 
him communicate to you his feelings and ideas. 
So when you come before God, say, "Let my Lord 
the King now speak." Many true Christians must 
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confess that they seldom wait to hear the Lord 
speak, and yet this is the very essence of true corh- 
munion. If you are near to God, you will wait to 
hear what He would have you do. The most 
precious moments are when you are brought in to 
see the glory of the Lord of hosts. Then, in the 
silence that follows deep confession of sin, you hear 
the voice of the Lord saying, " Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us ? " And you are prepared 
to reply, ''Here am I : send me.^" (Isaiah vi.) 

Thank God, all these privileges will soon be ours 
in full fruition when Jesus comes as King of kings. 
Till then we must take them partly on trust. Yet 
we know that " His divine power hath given unto 
us all things." (2 Peter i. 3.) What we receive on 
trust now will shortly be ours in possession. 

May the blood of Jesus be very precious to all 
His ransomed ones, and may the attractive words 
of His love draw near some who have hitherto 
been far off. 






CHAPTER VII. 
17lCtorp. 

** And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb." 

Rev, xii. ii. 

T was a proud and happy moment in the 
lives of those gallant soldiers, who had 
showed such signal bravery in contending 
against fierce foes in the late war, when they were 
brought into the presence of their Sovereign, and 
received from her own hand the honours they had 
so hardly earned, and now so justly merited, for 
their prowess and self-sacrifice on the battle-field. 
Infinitely more grand and glorious will be the 
triumph over every foe, and particularly over the 
arch-rebel, recorded in this and the preceding 
verses. 

" And there was war in heaven : Michael and 
his angels fought against the dragon ; and the 
dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not ; 
neither was their place found any more in heaven. 
And the great dragon was cast out, that old 
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serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which de- 
ceiveth the whole world : he was cast out into the 
earth, and his angels were cast out with him. And 
I heard a loud voice saying in heaven. Now is 
come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of 
our God, and the power of His Christ : for the 
accuser of our brethren is cast down, which ac- 
cused them before our God day and night. And 
they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, 
and by the word of their testimony; and they 
loved not their lives unto the death." 

There is little doubt that these angels who are 
to fight against the dragon, with Michael for their 
commander, are glorified saints, because they call 
those struggling here below " our brethren," if at 
least the loud voice in the tenth verse proceeds 
from them. This becomes certain when we re- 
member that the angels who have always lived in 
the presence of God need not to overcome Satan 
by the blood of the Lamb. Those must be ran- 
somed sinners, who, now made "equal unto the 
angels" (Luke xx. 36), ascribe their victory 
to this precious blood. And some of them 
loved not their lives unto the death ; but only the 
saints can conquer by the word of their testimony. 
Besides, the warfare in which Michael leads brings 
about full salvation to God's people ; and we must 
particularly notice the twelfth verse, in which we 
read : " Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that 
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dwell in them." If the dwellers in the heavens 
who are here called on to rejoice are not the saints 
who are at that period wholly delivered from the 
accusations of Satan, who are they ? and why are 
they all specially distinguished from those who 
are still "inhabiters of the earth and of the sea"? 
The angels have always rejoiced in the presence 
of God. It is the saints assuredly who joy in the 
final victory secured to them by Christ ; for there 
is strong reason to believe, though it does not 
amount to absolute certainty, that Michael the 
archangel is none other than the Lord Jesus, the 
Captain of His host 

It is to this final triumph that we look forward, 
because this, and every conquest we obtain day by 
day, can only be realized in the same manner as 
every other good and perfect gift. Victory is 
therefore the last of the seven blessings secured to 
us through the blood of Christ. Are we reconciled 
to God } Are we redeemed from Satan } Are we 
forgiven all our past sins } Are we justified as to 
our character, and made holy as to our nature.^ 
Have we access to the presence of our Father.? 
All these blessings come to us through the pre- 
cious blood of the Lamb. Just so will it be with 
our final victory over the old serpent, and over 
every enemy. So as our great High Priest 
sprinkles His own blood for the seventh time 
in the holy of holies the chorus rises, "Now is 
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come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of 
our God, and the power of His Christ." This is 
the glorious moment which we who are blood- 
sprinkled anticipate, and which is as certain to 
arrive as God*s word can make it There is no 
doubt that all those who have been enlisted as 
soldiers of Jesus, who have been pardoned, and 
justified, and sanctified, will be kept by the power 
of God through faith unto salvation, and that their 
final salvation is secure. By God's grace they will 
be enabled to fight, and to prevail also. Not a 
hair of their heads shall fall to the ground. 

It is needful for us to inquire who is the chief 
enemy with whom the saints fight, and over whom 
they will prevail : with what weapons they over- 
come, and how they use them. 

I. This is a war in which some of you are 
already engaged, and you rejoice that you ever 
enlisted under so good a Captain, and you know 
that you are on the winning side. It is absolutely 
necessary that you should all of you begin the fight 
without delay, unless you wish to be fatally sur- 
prised and defeated eternally at a single blow. 

It is then all-important to know who our enemies 
are. A short time since this was what General 
Roberts wished to discover regarding his Afghan 
opponents, what sort of people they were, how large 
a host they mustered, what their weapons were, and 
what their ammunition. And till he was completely 
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satisfied on all these points, he waited. It is far more 
urgent that we should know who our adversaries 
are, and particularly who is their leader. We 
promised ourselves, or else it was promised for us 
at our baptism, that we would resist the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. But the power of all these is 
concentrated in the last. Now it is the will of the 
Holy Ghost that all the saints of God and all the 
armies of heaven should know who their adversary 
is, and a more complete description of him could 
not be found in any part of God's word than we 
have here. He has five names specified in this 
passage, which can be reduced to four. 

I. He is called the great dragon. This name 
implies his cruel hatred and fierce opposition to 
Christ and His people. Why is it that hundreds 
of people throw off their allegiance to their 
heavenly Father } It is because Satan hates them, 
and wants them to be lost for ever. So he is 
described by our Lord as a murderer from the 
beginning, and the enemy of all souls. (John 
viii. 44.) 

At the same time this image brings before us the 
tremendous power which he exercises in the world. 
For in the third verse of this chapter he is repre- 
sented to us as " a great red dragon, having seven 
heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his 
heads." All earthly power is here exhibited in 
the hands of Satan. Ten horns, or ten kingdoms, 
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are his. And it is his aim to devour the church, 
which is the man-child. Again, his ^^ great wrath " 
is alluded to in the twelfth verse. And how he 
makes war with the remnant of the woman's seed 
is mentioned in the seventeenth verse, and this 
warlike disposition is also typified by the colour 
red. We have the same foe portrayed in Isaiah 
xxvii. I., where we read: "In that day the Lord 
with His sore and great and strong sword shall 
punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even levi- 
athan that crooked serpent ; and He shall slay the 
dragon that is in the sea." The time, the deliver- 
ance, and the names of the vanquished foe exactly 
correspond. He is cruel, relentless, and strong. 
The world is at his back; yet Christ, and Christ 
alone, shall destroy his power. 

2. Then he is named the old serpent, because of 
his craft and deceitfulness. And it is expressly 
added, "which deceiveth the whole world." In 
"the great dragon" we have his strength and 
motives ; in " the old serpent " we have his method 
of attack. Well may he be termed the old serpent, 
because he has exhibited the same cunning for six 
thousand years. It was thus that he prevailed 
with Eve, and thus that he has set to work ever 
since. Why is he so successful } Because his 
method is one of great subtlety. He calls evil 
good, and good evil. He is, as our Captain has 
forewarned us, the father of lies. Oh, if Satan came 

H 
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to the votaries of the world, and said to them, " I 
intend to ruin you eternally ; and so I mean to 
engross you with pleasure, with business, and with 
the power of intellect," they would never listen to 
him. No ! He comes with specious arguments ; 
he comes decked with flowers, and laden with 
fruit ; he comes like an, angel of light, apparently 
bringing the best and most enticing gifts. And^ so 
you follow and obey him, and partake of his for- 
bidden fruit, not knowing that it is poisoned ; nor 
do you notice the wasp that is hid in the 
flowers; nor are you aware that his presents are 
dangerous to the possessor. You know not that it 
is the old serpent who is speaking, else you would 
close your ears, and dash down his gifts. Who 
can say, " He has never deceived me ?" We must 
each one confess that we have been beguiled by 
him again and again, after we have been sprinkled 
by the blood of Christ. So great is his craft and 
subtlety, that he never ceases framing new devices 
to draw aside the children of God. It is for this 
reason that we have not walked with God as closely 
as we ought to have done, because we have been so 
frequently deceived by the old serpent. Oh, ask 
yourselves, "How far am I being deceived? It 
may be to my eternal ruin." 

3. Another of his names is the Devil. To this 
corresponds the description, accuser of the brethren, 
given him in the tenth verse, for devil means false 
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accuser. Satan tells lies in two ways ; first, he tells 
lies to God's children about their Father, and then 
he tells lies to God about them. He insinuates in 
their ear that God has forgotten or forsaken them, 
and that He is a hard Master ; and then he pre- 
sents himself before God, and gives a false character 
of His true servants. Regarding a faithful man of 
old, he asked, "Doth Job fear God for nought.?" 
And he boldly declared, and persisted in it some 
little while after, that if God touched all that he 
had, he would curse Him to His face. (Job i. 9-11 ; 
ii. 4, 5.) This is strangest of all, that he can dare 
to repeat and reiterate his lies in the very presence 
of God, who searches the heart, and whose eyes are 
as a flame of fire. Yet that this still goes on is 
evident ; for we read that he " accused the brethren 
before our God day and night." We need not 
wonder that he is so pertinacious in bringing his 
falsehoods before us, when he ventures to utter 
them continually before the almighty and all-seeing 
God. 

4. Once more, he is termed Satan, or the adver- 
sary, because he hinders every good work. So 
St. Peter, writing to real Christians, says, " Your 
adversary the devil." He tries to throw obstacles 
in your way when you are preparing to undertake 
some special work for God. You find a thousand 
hindrances. Who interposed them } Satan. He 
whispers, " You have not the time, the health, the 
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courage, or the gifts for what you are undertaking." 
And when you desire to be wholly consecrated to 
the Lord, and to shew to all that you are on His 
side, he suggests, " What will your friends and rela- 
tives say ? Shall you ever be able to maintain this 
high standard ?" When you realize the necessity of 
witnessing openly for your Saviour, he urges that 
no one will listen to you, and that you will only be 
ridiculed for your pains. He says, " There is a lion 
in the way." Undoubtedly he is your adversary. 

Moreover, when you would glorify God by prayer 
and praise, he perplexes you with a thousand dis- 
tracting, sinful thoughts, so that you cannot mount 
up with wings as eagles into the presence of the 
Saviour whom you love, nor can you wait upon 
Him with unruffled and unclouded spirit. 

Next, observe the sphere of this conflict. " There 
was war in hcaveiir And this is exactly where the 
warfare is carried on now, as you will see from 
r^ph. vi. 12 : " For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against wicked spirits in heavenly places^^ as the 
margin correctly renders it. Alford and several of 
the best expositors translate the latter part thus : 
" Against the world-rulers of this darkness, against 
the spiritual armies of wickedness in the heavenly 
places." Though our standing is "in the heavenlies" 
where God has blessed us with all spiritual bless- 
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ings in Christ (Eph. 1. 6), and though we are seated 
together in the same heavenlies with and in Christ 
Jesus (Eph. ii. 6), yet in this very place of power, 
dignity, and spirituality, Satan pursues us. We 
who have been quickened, and ransomed, and 
blessed, do not fight upon an earthly level, but in 
a heavenly atmosphere. Satan ascends to the very 
heaven of our citizenship (Phil. iii. 20), to the very 
Jerusalem of our liberty (Gal. iv. 26), to the city 
of the living God Himself (Heb. xii. 22), and there, 
in the very presence of our Captain, he maintains 
the fight, supported by his assistant princes, who 
are every one of them world -rulers. Compare 
Eph. vi. 12 with Daniel x. 13, 20. 

Now there is no enemy whom we are called to 
resist to be compared to this great adversary. As 
to the wickedness of this world, Satan is at once 
the god and the prince of it. The religions and 
the power of the world belong to him ; and the 
evil within our own hearts is kindled and set in 
motion by him. So when Satan is conquered, all 
our foes are overcome. 

II. But how are we to meet this great enemy, so 
powerful, so cj*afty, so persevering } How shall we 
equip ourselves for the contest } 

Can you oppose him with might } He is strong 
as a lion. Do you think to circumvent him with 
subtlety } He is wily as a serpent. Some of you 
may be disposed to say, " I will alter my ways, and 
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amend my life." But how can the Ethiopian 
change his skin, or the leopard his spots ? Satan 
can speak truth when he likes, and though he 
accuses the brethren falsely, he will say of you, 
" That man thinks he is going to change his nature, 
and supposes he can repent when he chooses ; but 
this is quite impossible, for I have him in my 
power, and I am the strong man armed." As long 
as you imagine you can obtain a title to heaven by 
your own amendment of life, or your own holiness, 
you are entirely in the hands of Satan, and you 
have no means of resistance, much less of con- 
quest. Eloquent speeches and subtle arguments 
will prevail no better than good resolutions and 
self-reliant efforts. All these will be twisted and 
broken to pieces in a moment by the roar of 
Apollyon's onset. 

No, my friends, there is only one weapon we can 
use, only one plea we can put forward, and that is 
the blood of the Lamb. Whether we are entering 
the fight for the first time, or maintaining it after 
a thousand struggles, there is only one way to 
resist, and only one method by which we can over- 
come. All the various pieces of divine armour 
mentioned in Ephesians vi. would be quite useless 
had not this precious blood been shed, and 
sprinkled, and accepted by God. The great ques- 
tion is asked by St. Paul, in Rom. vii. 24, " Who 
shall deliver me from the body of this death .?" 
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And then immediately after he answers the query : 
"I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord." 
And he replies more fully in the first and second 
verses of the succeeding chapter : " There is there- 
fore now no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of 
sin and death." I am in Christ 'Jesus, and there- 
fore I am delivered from condemnation. Satan 
has no power to accuse me, for Jesus died. Again, 
I am in Christ Jesus, and therefore I have the 
Spirit of life which He has implanted. The law 
of sin and death has no further authority over me, 
for Jesus lives. 

The reason why this plea is so mighty, is because 
the blood that was shed was that of a Perfect Man, 
the blood of the Lamb. He was wholly spotless 
in His life on earth, and therefore we have in His 
death an unassailable title. So the Spirit of God 
here takes us on to the end of the campaign, and 
gives us a glimpse of the final victory, when all the 
armies of heaven are headed by Michael, and 
when, though the dragon fought and his angels, he 
prevailed not^ neither was their place found any 
more in heaven. 

On this Mr. Lincoln well remarks : " These over- 
came him by the blood of the Lamb, whereby 
every former charge against themselves is met and 
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quashed, and whereby right and title for the divine 
presence are abidingly secured. Only in the light 
of that presence can the validity of their title, 
and the firm foundation on which they repose, be 
fully perceived. Also add that with the divine 
Lamb they have been identified in His shame, and 
must also be identified in His glory." We have no 
other title, no other strength, no other armoury, 
but the blood of the Lamb. 

III. Next, you will be led to inquire, " How am 
I to avail myself of this benefit } How am I to 
use this weapon V^ 

I. The simple answer is, By faith. You must 
believe that all God has said regarding the blood 
of Christ is true for you. " This is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith." (i John v. 
4.) Not only must you believe that Jesus is the 
Son of God, but that His blood was actually shed 
for you. The moment you believe this, and plead 
it before God, Satan will fly from you. He has all 
power against the natural man. So long as he 
remains unchanged you may bring before him the 
products of all the arts, and you may take him to 
gaze on the works of the greatest masters in 
sculpture and painting ; you may teach him the 
purest literature, and make him listen to strains of 
eloquence, or charm him with heavenly music ; in 
fact, you may marvellously civilize him ; but he 
will remain a natural man to the end. Only the 
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grace of God can change him, and only the blood 
of Jesus can give him a title to heaven. If, then, 
you need strength for yourself, or strength for your 
fellow-sinners, you must have full confidence in the 
blood. Nothing else can give peace or happiness ; 
no other power can enable any child of man to 
conquer his spiritual adversaries. " Who is he that 
overcometh the world, but he that believeth that 
Jesus is the Son of God V (i John v. 5.) The 
man that overcometh is he tJiat believeth. When 
you believe practically that Jesus died for you, and 
Jesus lives for you, you will conquer all your 
enemies. 

2. You will also find it necessary to put on the 
whole-armour of God. Where there is a living 
faith, it is an active faith and a courageous faith. 
True faith leads us to accept all God*s gifts and use 
them. So the same faith which enables a sinner to 
receive and put on the wedding garment of Christ's 
righteousness will also enable him to take and put 
on the whole-armour, or panoply, which God gives 
him. We should be sadly wanting in faith if we 
were to refuse to wear and use this equipment, 
which makes the believer invulnerable. Indeed, 
faith is the essence of all its parts, next to that truth 
or sincerity of heart which alone can enable a man 
to look away from the manifold attractions of time 
and sense to the peace, .the deliverance, and the 
everlasting possession which Christ offers. For 



122 SEVENFOLD BLESSING, 

what is the breastplate of righteousness but Christ's 
righteousness imputed to the believer? and what 
is the preparation of the gospel of peace but the 
readiness which Christ imparts ? What is the hope 
of salvation, which we wear for an helmet (compare 
Eph. vi. 17 with i Thess. v. 8), unless it be the 
lively hope to which we are begotten again by God 
the Father, and into which we are led by faith? 
See Romans v. 2, which shows that "we have 
access by faith into this grace wherein we stand," 
and then "rejoice in hope of the glory of God." 
As for the most important part of the armour, 
" the shield of faith," it speaks for itself ; and there 
is nothing more potent, for thereby **ye shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the devil." 
And as for *' the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God," you could never unsheath it unless 
you believed it. How can you go forward towards 
Apollyon, brandishing an "it is written," unless 
you fully and firmly believe every syllable of what 
you quote ? Any half-belief in the passage you 
are urging will make your arm to hang down 
powerless, and will give Satan an advantage, which 
he will not be slow to use. It is thus that you can 
prevail, like the saints in Rev. xii. 11, "by the 
word of your testimony," as well as " by the blood 
of the Lamb." True faith is testifying faith ; and 
you who believe in the all-conquering virtue of the 
precious blood must be prepared to witness even 
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unto death. " Look unto Jesus ; " " consider Him 
that endured such contradiction of sinners ; " and 
then "resist unto blood," if needful, "striving 
against sin." (Heb. xii. 1-4.) One who has' full 
confidence in his Captain will follow Him wherever 
He leads, for He goeth forth conquering and to 
conquer. 

The close connection between a full belief in 
God*s word and continual conquest is well illus- 
trated by I John ii. 14: "I have written unto you, 
young men, because ye are strong, and the word of 
God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the 
wicked one." Those who so intensely love God's 
word that it is not only treasured in their heads, 
but hid in their IteartSy are the conquering Chris- 
tians. They have left behind the weakness and 
instability of childhood, and they have attained 
the vigour and prowess of young men. Wher6 
the word of God comes and goes, and other 
objects for a time usurp the supremacy in the 
affections, there are few victories. That Word must 
abide in you if you are practically to overcome the 
wicked one. 

We all of us need, first, to prevail over Satan in 
the matter of our acceptance; secondly, to be 
delivered from his temptations day by day; and 
lastly, to look forward joyously to final victory, 
victory in death, and victory in the presence of 
God. 
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I. How many there are who, notwithstanding 
all they have heard, have never settled the question 
of their standing. They cannot yet appropriate 
the words, " This grace wherein we stand." Some 
of you are fighting, and are so frequently defeated, 
that you are very weary of the struggle. The 
more you try to be holy the harder you find it. 
The reason is, you have as yet no standing-ground, 
and having no certainty, you have no room to 
fight. Unless you know you are accepted in Christ 
Jesus, and chosen by Him to be a soldier, you can- 
not fight. If you are uncertain as to whether you 
are accepted and justified, no wonder you cannot 
prevail. Your first duty is to plead the blood of 
the Lamb, and the moment you can say, "That 
blood was shed for me," you will gain your first and 
greatest victory over Satan, and this will give you 
courage and strength to continue the fight with 
new energy. Then shall your conscience be purged 
from dead works to serve the living and true God. 
Then will you find Christ's yoke an easy one and 
His service pleasant. Your first duty is to step 
away from your resolutions, from your repentance, 
from your feelings, from your sins, from your 
doubts and fears, and take shelter in the blood of 
Jesus ; and as soon as you take this step you will 
prevail. You will experience that "to them that 
have no might He increaseth strength." (Isaiah xl. 
29.) You have simply to see the wiles of Satan, to 
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persuaded that the end of these things is death, 
an\i then to take hold of the pierced hand of your 
Saviour, and you will discover that there is "«^ 
T condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus." 

2. Those who in fear and trembling have just 
come to the Lord for pardon and peace, are often 
much discouraged because, a few days after, they 
find that sin has still much power within them. 
Do not suppose that, therefore, you are not a child 
of God. The reason is, the Lord sometimes suffers 
you to fall to show you yourselves, and to let you 
see how weak and helpless you are. He keeps all 
the power in His own hand, and you must get it 
from Him moment by moment. He does not make 
you a reservoir of strength, that you may con- 
stantly hang upon Him, the everlasting Fountain 
of life and power. If you would only give up 
expecting to find strength in yourself, and admit 
that you are utterly helpless, " the power of Christ 
would rest upon you!' (2 Cor. xii. 9.) It must be 
His work throughout, in you as well as for you. 

And then, in Christ, you cannot love sin as you 
did before. Not only is the blood sprinkled on ear 
and hand and foot, but the oil is on the blood, (See 
Leviticus xiv. 28.) When the Holy Spirit comes 
down on the blood-mark. He seals it so that it can 
never be effaced. He who is cleansed from the 
leprosy of sin can therefore say, " The blood-mark 
was the token of my acceptance, and now the Holy 
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Spirit given to me is the sign of my consecration 
to my Master's service. I shall now be His always, 
because the Spirit of God dwells in me, and He 
will continually remind me of my redemption." 
This will be the word of your testimony. 

Then be not discouraged. There are rich pro- 
mises for those whose eyes are open. St. Paul, 
after asking the question, " Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ.^" mentions various tribu- 
lations, and then exclaims: "Nay, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through Him 
that loved us." (Rom. viii. 35, 37.) If we have to 
pass through distress or persecution, and undoubt- 
edly the case is the same respecting temptation, we 
know the secret of victory: it is "through Him 
that loved us," and who loves us still. If therefore 
we do not prevail, it is because we do not plead 
the virtue of the blood of the Lamb. That blood 
is all-sufficient, for those who know its value are 
not merely just conquerors, but '^more than con- 
querorsr They gain a complete victory. In pro- 
portion as they realize this they can say with the 
same apostle: "Now thanks be unto God, which 
always causeth us to triumph in Christ." (2 Cor. ii. 
14.) There is no limit to His power if we only 
look to Him, and trust Him entirely. 

Remember, therefore, on the one hand, if you 
have yielded to the enemy, that you must confess 
your sin and return at once to Him who is always 
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ready to receive you. And recollect that it is far 
worse to doubt Christ than to grieve Him. Never 
doubt His word that you are pardoned if you 
have once committed yourself to His keeping. 

On the other hand, believe that the Lord is ready 
to make you more than conqueror if you will only 
trust Him implicitly, and look to Him at all times. 

3. And then no doubts and fears shall be suffered 
to assail the period of your departure from the 
world ; or if they come they shall be immediately 
silenced. You shall then enter upon the glorious 
reality of those seven promises given " to him that 
overcometh," in the second and third chapters of 
Revelation. You who have eaten of the hidden 
manna shall then partake of the fruit of the tree of 
life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 
You shall be clothed with white raiment, you shall 
have power over the nations, and you shall be made 
a pillar in the temple of your God, and shall go no 
more out. Nay, you shall sit down with Jesus on 
His throne. 

As therefore we commit the saints to their 
temporary resting-place, well may we say that 
death has no sting, and the grave no victory ; and 
as we look forward to their eternal rest, we can 
triumphantly add, "Thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
(i Cor. XV. 57.) 

" Now is come salvation and strength." But the 
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time is approaching when "the kingdom of our 
God" will appear, and all "the power of His 
Christ" will be put forth. At that final victory, 
still richer and fuller blessings will be granted to 
the soldiers of the Lord. Perfect friendship with 
the Saviour will then be realized when the glorified 
body becomes the fit tenement of the glorified 
spirit. And there will also be purer fellowship 
with the saints in light than was ever possible here. 
We shall see Him as He is, and be like Him. And 
so we shall be like Him in His victory, like Him in 
His holiness, and like Him in His joy. And as we 
wave the palm branches, and triumph over a foe 
who will never molest us any more for ever, we 
shall ascribe all the honour and all the praise to 

The Blood of the Lamb. 
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FMishers, 

JOHN F. SHAW & CO., 48, PATERNOSTER ROW, E.O. 
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WORKS BY REV. JOHN GUMMING, D.D. 

Cloth, bevelled boards, 7/6 ; Morocco, 10/6. 
Dr. dimming*! Lift of Chrift. 

The Life aTid Lessons of our Lordj 

Unfolded and lUiutarated. By the Rev. Johk Coacnro, D.D^ 
F.R.S.E. ninstrated with Twelve Coloured Plates, and fifty- 
two Engravings. 

" One of the moet appropriate and acceptable gift-bo<^ which could be ofiEered 
or receiTed."— 3n»m««. 

Cloth, bevelled boards, 7/6 ; Morocco, 10/6. 

UKirOUf WITH THS LiFE AXD LSSSOITS OF OUK LOKD. 

The Lives a?id Lessons of the Patri- 
archs. Illustrated with Twelve Coloured Plates, and Fifty- 
two Engravings. 

'* Will form a moet appropriate and useful present."— ^rv^'^** Examiner. 

Fcap. 8vo, 8/6, cloth. 

Look and Live ; 

Or, Present Salvation for all who will accept it. 

*< Written with striking simplicity, tenderness, and eloquence.** 

Chrisiian Ohurver. 

Fcap. 8vo, 8/6, cloth. 

I each us to Pray ; Being Experimental, Practical 
and Doctrinal Observations on the Lord's Prayer. 

'< This is a delightftil volume. It abounds with beautiful ideas, no less beauti* 
fully expressed."— Jfornin^ Advertiser, 



SUALLEB WOBES by Bev. JOHN OUMMIXa, D.D. 

Price 2d. each, 32mo, sewed. 

SAVED OR UNSAVED. "ALL THE WAY." 

SET THINE HOUSE IN ORDER. 

LIVING WATER FROM THE WELLS OF SALVATION. 

JOHN F. SHAW & CO., 48, PATERNOSTER ROW, E,C. 
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DAILY BI BLE MED ITATIONS. 

18mo, aoth, 8/-. 

The Spiritual Casket of Daily Bible 

Meditations. By John Evangelist Gossnbr. With an 

Introduction by the Rev. E. H. Bickerstbth. 
" The jewels seem to me not only genuine stones, but of purest lustre, and of 
costliest value." — iZcr. E. H. Biokersteth. 



ry-i T T) ^TJ ^®^ Edition, 2/-, Cloth. 

1 fie JDWle / What is it ? Whence came it ? How came it ? 

&c. By A. J. Morris. 
"Clear in style, candid in the statement of difficulties, and direct in the 
answers." — AthewBum. 

Qs jj^ Imperial 32mo, Cloth, 2/6. 

%^eLT f Its Dangers, Doubts, and Duties. By Kev. Hobert 

Maouirb, D D. 
"Every page has weight, and every sentence point" — British Standard. 

Fifth Edition, revised. Fcap. 8vo, 2/6; Cloth, 1/6. sewed. 

TAe Spirit of Holiness and Sancti- 

fication through the Truth, 

By Rev. J. Harinoton Evans. 

Price 1/6, limp Cloth. 

O fir IS t trie J\ OCrd / or, Aids to Young Disciples. 
32mo. Two Series. Cloth, price 1/6 each. 

JrUgriTn l^ayS. songs for the christian Pilgrim. 

By Rev. 0. GRAHAM. 
Crown 8vo, Cloth, 8/6. 

Memoir of Rev. John Graham. 

" We have been much interested in this touching memorial of a true-hearted 
and devoted man." — Freeman. 

Small 8vo, Qoth, 2/6. 

The Highway of Holiness ; or, The 

Higher Christian Life. 
*'Full of earnest and devout txnth."— English Independent. 

Sixpence sewed ; Cloth, One Shilling. 

The Coming Great Revival; 

Or, The Church Prepared for Her Lord. 
JOHN F. SHAW & CO., 48, PATERNOSTER ROW, E.C. 
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POPULAR TRACTS. 

Price One Fenny each. 

Household Proverbs ; or, xracte for the Peopie. 

Nos. 1 to 12 may he had in One Volume, Price 1/6, Cloth. 
No8. 13 to 24 „ „ Price 1/6, Cloth. 

Or, complete in One Volume, Price 2/6. 
A Speeimen Packet {1 to ^4) '^^ post-free for Two Shillings, 

From Mk8. BATLY, Author of " Bagged Homes," *< Workmen and 

their Diffioolties/' &a 

"Their value has been long known and appreciated by us, and we hare 
distributed some hundreds of ^em in this neighbourhood. The work of sanitary 
and domestic reform, so deeply needed among our people, owes much to the gifted 
writer of ' Household Proverbs.' " 

By the Author of " household Froverbs.** 
In Packet, 8d. ; or hoards, 1/-. 

Stories for Women. 

A Series of Narrative Tracts. 

In Packet, 1/- ; or Cloth, 1/6. 

Hearth and Home ; 

Or, Men as they Are, and Women as they Ought to Be. 

Woman's Work. 
Faith. 
Selfishness. 
Sympathy. 
&c. &c. 

A Series of Tracts suited for Mothers' Meetings or Loan 
Circulation among the Wives and Mothers of our lahouring 
classes. 

In Packet, 8d. ; or Volume, hoards, 1/. 

Household Names ^ and how they Became So. 

Biographical Sketches of some well-known Men, such as 
the two Stephensons, suited for our Working Men. 

Tract Societies and District Visiting Societies supplied with 
Numbers at a great redaction, by applying direct to the 
Puhlishers. 

JOHN F. SHAW & CO., 48, PATERNOSTER ROW, E.G. 
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Truth. 
Temper. 
Besignation. 
Gossiping. 



SMALL BOOKS 

BY THE AUTHOR OF "GOD'S TENTH." 



Price Twopence each. 
A Straight Eye. Have You It? Lacked Ye Anything. 



« I Can't Stay Here. Why ? 
Aunt Tabitha's Charity Box. 
The Quaker's Coat. 
Heavenside. 



Going and Growing. 
Helpers and Hinderers. 
Something Done. 
Bich toward God. 



Price One Penny. 
God's Tenth. | I Never Lost but Once. 



By G. P. TRENCH. 

God m Government ; or, The christian's Relation 
to the State. In Wrapper, 4d. 

Walking with God. 

New Edition. In Neat Wrapper, 2d. 

By GORDON EORLONG. 

Notes ontke Epistle totheEphesians. 

Price 6d. 

Qiiestio7is for Deists and Infidels. 

Price 2d. 

Peters Keys, pnce id. 



The Real Preseitce and the Royal 

Priesthood, By 'leyoe.)?. In Wrapper, 9d. ; Cloth, gilt 
edges, 1/6. 

By Br. ANDERSON, 

Author of " iSearching the Scriptures.** 

*^ Thus Saith the Lord T or, The Biwe the 

very Word of God. In Wrapper, price 4d. 

Penny Letter Tracts, in Packet, i/- 

What I was, and What I am. 

Pray without Ceasing ; or, Jesus on Olivet. 

The Happy Home; or, Jesus at Bethany, &c. &c. 

JOHN F. SHAW & CO., 48, PATERNOSTER ROW, E.C. 
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UNSEGTARIAN— EVANGELICAL. 



Every Thursday, Price Id., Monthly, 6d. 

WOED AND WOEK. 

A WEEKLY RECORD OF 

Published with a view to further the work of Evangelisation, and the 
building up of the children of God on their most holy faith. 

Together with Accounts of Christian Work in all Parts of the World. 



Rev. W. Hay M. H. Aitken's Mission Sermons, revised by himself, 
appear in its pages. 



" I think Word and Work looks well and reads well. Let * Word' 
be as prominent as 'Work.' It is just what is wanted — more food, 
more instruction than is usually found in papers which seek to 
chronicle work. I wish it great blessing." J. Denkam Smith. 

London. 

*' I read Word and Work with deep interest, and believe it is being 
used for much blessing." — Home of Industry, Annie Macpherson. 



Price Twopence Monthly. 

SERVICE FOR THE KING. 

gi STontfelg llcmb of i\t ^otVs moth 

IN CONNECTION WITH MILDMAY CONFERENCE HALL 

Edited by Mrs. PENNEFATHER. 
Annual Subscription, 2/6, post-free. 

JOHN F. SHAW & CO., 48, PATERNOSTER ROW, E.C. 
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